REVIEWS ,

EVA MAGNUSSON and KERSTIN NAUCLER (eds.), Reading and Spelling Disa-
bilities: Linguistic Etiology  Elisabeth Ahlsén 76

ESTHER LEWIN & ALBERT E. LEWIN, The Thesaucus of Slang Mats
Mobirg 77

ROBIN BRYANS, Ulster: A Journey through the Six Counties,
DAVID-McKITTRICK, Despatches from Belfast Norman Vance 81
WINTHROP WETHERBEE, Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales Stephen
Medcalf 82 )

D.]. TAYLOR, A Vain Conceit: British Fiction in the 1980s  Jeremy Lane 83
BIRGITTA WAHLMAN (projektledare) m.fl., Franska ordboken Britt-Marie
Kylander 84

LIVRES NOUVEAUX Olof Eriksson 87

PIERRE MERLE, Dictionnaire du Frangais branché suivi du Guide du frangais tic et
toc Marie-Rose Blomgren 87 }
KARL-RICHARD BAUSCH — HERBERT CHRIST — WERNER HULLEN —
HANS-JURGEN KRUMM (Hrsg.), Handbuch Frendsprachenunterricht  Gunnar
Magnusson 89

DUDEN, Deutsches Universalwérterbuch. 2 Aufl.  Gustav Korlén 92

FOLKE FREUND/BIRGER SUNDQVIST, Tysk grammatik, évningsbok och
Tysk grammatik, évningsbok, facit  Evald Jobansson 93

CHRISTIAN GRAF VON KROCKOW: Die Stunde der Frauen. Bericht aus Pom-
mern 1944-47,

MARIA GRAFIN VON MALTZAN, Schlage die Trommel und fiirchte dich nicht
Birgit Stolt—95

WALTER JANKA, Schwierigkeiten mit der Wahrheit Michael Opitz 97
HELGA KONIGSDOREF, Lichtverhiltnisse Anneliese Stawstrém 99
NORBERT BLEISCH, Kontrollverlust Christiane Baumann 101

INTERNAT. DEUTSCHLEHRERVERB. (Hrsg.), Dem Frieden entgegen. Ein
Lesebuch mit 100 Texten aus fiinf Jahrhunderten Helmut Miissener 104

JAN PETERS (Hrsg.), Zweimal Stockholm-Berlin 1946. Briefe nach der Riickkehr:
Jiirgen Peters und Wolfgang Steinitz. Mit Nachfragen an Robert Rompe und Jirgen
Kuszynski Helmut Miissener 104

MODERNA SPRAK

PUBLISHED BY THE MODERN LANGUAGE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
OF SWEDEN Volume LXXXII~ Number 1 - 1990

EDITORIAL Editorial Secretary

BOARD Claus Ohrt, Angen, S-560 34 VISINGSO
English Section French section

Language Literature Langnage & Literature
Mats Mobirg Ulf Dantanus Olof Eriksson
Blaeldsvigen 12 115, Ditchling Rd. Linnégatan 43
S-440 45 NODINGE BRIGHTON, BN14SE $-413 08 GOTEBORG
German section Spanish section
Language & Litevature Langunage Literature
Helmut Miissener Johan Falk Lars Fant
Tuvingsvigen 36 Ryavigen9_ Kammakargatan 64
S-752 45 UPPSALA S-183 42 TABY S-111 64 STOCKHOLM

MSS., books for review, and correspondence concerning the different language sections should be
sent to the section editor(s) concerned. Contributors should note that owing to the large amount
of material in hand some delay between the acceptance of a MS. and its publication may be una-
voidable. Correspondence concerning subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the edi-
torial secretary. .

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, including postage and VAT when necessary—125 kronor. Sub-
scriptions should be paid to Moderna sprik, Giro no. Stockholm, 55 33 33-6, or Scandinaviska
Enskilda Banken, $-106 40 Stockholm Account No. 5201-20 533 19 by July 1, 1990 at the latest.

BOOKSELLERS’ SUBSCRIPTION PRICE is 150 kronor, VAT not included.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES: whole page (in text)}—1.600 kroror, half page (in text)—1.100
kronor, back page of cover—1.750 kronor, all prices excluding advertisement tax and VAT. Views
expressed in Moderna sprik are the contributors’ own, thus not necessarily those of the Editorial
Board. Ansvarig utgivare/Legally responsible publisher: Lennart Ericsson.

The Editorial Board of
Moderna Sprik 1957-1989.

In 1957 when Moderna sprak was handed over to the
Modern Language Teachers’ Association of Sweden
by the previous owner Nils Otto Heinertz, Johannes
Hedberg, Gustav Korlén and Bérje Schlyter accepted
to be the new editors. In 1980 Schlyter was succeded
by Mats Forsgren.

During a period of 33 years this editorial board has
published no less than 133 (!!) numbers of Moderna
sprik to be spread all over the world from the USA in
the west to Japan in the east.

Among many other things the editors have tried
very hard to be a link between the university and the
school. They have published valuable information
about various aspects of language-teaching thereby
inspiring their readers to seek more knowledge. For
many teachers and scholars Moderna sprik has been
an appreciated reading-companion.

On behalf of the Modern Language Teachers’ Asso-
ciation of Sweden I want to thank the retiring editors
for their excellent work and wish them all the best for
the future.

Lennart Ericsson
President




Moderna sprék is an international academic journal published bian-
nually by the Modern Language Teachers’ Association of Sweden
(LMS) o

Articles and reviews in Moderna sprik are normally written in
English, German, French or Spanish. ' _

Ever since it was first founded in 1906, the primary aim of
Moderna sprik has been to form a bridge between language research
and language teaching, by discussing linguistic, literary and cultural
aspects of the major school languages. In their inaugural address in
1957, Messrs Korlén, Hedberg and Schlyter, 'for_mer. editors of
Moderna sprik, wrote: “The purpose of the periodical is [...] two-
fold: to promote the study of modern languages and literature, and
also to provide for the discussion of appropriate and satisfactory
teaching methods.” It will be the aim of the new board of editors to
go on honouring these intentions. o ‘

What makes Moderna spréik unique is that it aims at presenting the
results of current research in a style and format accessible to expert
and non-expert alike. This makes the journal indispensable to every-
one who is interested in the scientific study and teaching of modern
languages.

The new board of editors is made up of the following members:

Ulf Dantanus (English Literature), b. 1947, PhD in Enghsh, lecturer
at the English Department of Gothenburg University, Director of
Studies for the Gothenburg University programme at the University
of Sussex. L

Olof Eriksson (French), b. 1945, PhD in French, legture.r at the
Department of Romance Languages at Gpthenbgrg University.
Johan Falk (Spanish), b. 1944, PhD in Spanish, lecturer at the
Department of Romance Languages at Stoc}{holm University.
Lars Fant (Spanish), b. 1946, PhD in Spanish, Professor of Spanish
Language at Stockholm University. _ . '
Mats Mobirg (English Language), b. 1951, PhD in English, Direc-
tor of Studies for the Centre for Special-Purpose Language Courses
at Gothenburg University. .

Helmut Miissener (German), b. 1936, PhD in German, Lecturer at
the German Department, Stockholm University. ‘
Claus Ohrt (Editorial Secretary), b. 1924, fil.lic. in German, High
School Principal (ret.), Secretary General of the Internationaler
Deutschlebrerverband, Secretary General of the Modern Language
Teachers’ Association of Sweden.

J.C. WELLS
A Phonetic Update on RP

J.C. Wells, eftertridare till Daniel Jones och A.C. Gimson som professor i
tonetik vid University College London, ger hir en 6versikt dver RP-uttalets
utveckling under de senaste hundra ren. Wells publicerade 1982 Accents of
English 1-3, det ledande standardverket om engelskans uttal regionalt och-soci-
alt, och dr ensam ansvarig for den nya Longman Pronunciation Dictionary som
utkom i mars 1990.

Daniel Jones, Britain’s best-known phonetician, was born in 1881.
His codification of Received Pronunciation as a standard for the
teaching of English as a foreign language (EFL) dates from the end of
the first World War: the first edition of An English Pronouncing
Dictionary was published in 1917, that of An Outline of English
Phonetics in 1918. Today’s secondary school pupils were born in
1970-1980, ninety to a hundred years after Jones. Clearly it cannot be
right to insist on their following a pronunciation model that repre-
sents the usage of English people born almost a complete century
before they were themselves. This article, therefore, is an attempt to
summarize the most important phonetic changes that have taken
place in RP over the last hundred years, and ways in which the Jones
model is no longer fully appropriate. Many of the points, I have no
doubt, will already be familiar to EFL teachers in Sweden; but some
may come as a surprise.

The RP phoneme inventory of vowels and consonants remains
unchanged, except for one development among the diphthongs:
namely, the disappearance of /09/ as a distinct phoneme, through its
falling in with /0:/. Thus the possibility which used to exist, of
distinguishing between floor /floo/ and flaw /flo:/, is no longer
available, and in modern RP theése words are categorical homo-
phones. So likewise are pour—pore—paw, lore—law, and drawer
‘draglida’—draw. (A consequence of this merger is the widespread
tendency to use intrusive /r/ not only after /o/ but also after /o+/, as
in thawing /'8o:rmy/). Jones himself readily admitted that ‘many
speakers ... do not use the diphthong 90 at all, but replace it always
by 22> (1932: §458); hence I find it disappointing that even such a
generally up-to-date work as Stora engelsk-svenska ordboken still
feels it appropriate to include [0] in its list of symbols—though it
does quite rightly make virtually no use of it in the transcriptions of
headwords.

The diphthong /59/, too, has fallen into a decline, though it remains
a part of the system inasmuch as jury, for instance, still does not
rhyme with story: /'dgveri, 'stoiri/. However, many words which
once had /sa/ are now increasingly pronounced with /o:/ instead. In



