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FROM THE EDITORS

Getting one’s subject-verb concord right is one of the biggest
grammatical problems for Swedish, as well as many other, learners
of English. In his article, Arne Olofsson discusses a special case of
concord, where there is a great deal of vacillation even among native
speakers, arguing that the pedagogic implications may have to be
modified accordingly.

In recent years there has been a rekindling of research interest in
the tradition of Gothic fiction, originally an 18th century genre that
has maintained its skeletal grip on the public and private imagination.
In her article on Anna Maria Mackenzie’s Swedish Mysteries, a work
first published in 1801, Janina Nordius traces a fascinating link
between Swedish history and some of the demons haunting the
covers of this little-known English Gothic novel.

Christine Farhan has written and published extensively on
contemporary German literature. Her research interests include
gender issues and popular literature. She often has an interdisciplinary
approach in her research and is well read in Swedish literature. Her
article in this issue of Moderna Sprik deals with the representation of
woman in contemporary German and Swedish popular literature.

Ulrike Schnaas is currently conducting her postdoc research on
contemporary travel literature at the University of Stockholm. Her
article investigates the representation of colours and light in a book
by the German author Sigrid Damm.

In the French section one can also find Katharina Vajta’s critical
survey of the language promotion campaign that is carried on in
France under the name of “francophonie”.

The first Spanish language article introduces the Salvadorean
writer Jacinta Escudos and her novel E/ desericanto in a discussion
that problematises the concept of ‘'women’s literature’. This issue
concludes with Laura Alvarez Lopez's article entitled "Un breve
ejemplo del mundo afrolatino: éasf hablaban los afrouruguayos?”




