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FROM THE EDITORS

What happens to French final stress when French words are borrowed into
English and German, and why? These questions are addressed by Ann-Marie
Svensson and Jiirgen Hering in the English language section of this issue
of Moderna Sprak.

As part of the centenary celebrations of the birth of Jean-Paul Sartre, we
publish here a very revealing discussion by George Snedeker of the interviews
that Sartre gave towards the end of his life. Also in the English literature
section of this issue, we include a critical interrogation by Chloé Avril of the
feminist credentials of Charlotte Bronté’s canonical Victorian novel, Jane Eyre.

The first article in the German section gives an introduction to the
“Luftkriegsdebatte” that occurred in literature and the media in the late
1990’s in Germany and Great Britain. Focussing on the standpoint of the
German author W.G. Sebald, Ulrich Krellner in his article discusses the
most important documents of this debate and comes to the conclusion that
the growing historical distance to World War Two has enabled Germans to
look at their own past as that of a country of perpetrators AND victims —
something that would have been completely impossible in the immediate
postwar period. The. article by Dessislava Stoeva.Holm is a semantic
cognitive study concerning the languages of German and Swedish. It assumes
that there is a system of rules in every society regarding the expression of
emotions and also that obituaries can be regarded as good indicators of
difference and change in the manifestation of grief and other feelings as
seen in a great number of cultures. By investigating the lexical parts of the
language we can acquire information about attitudes about and willingness
to show private emotions in public. It is also possible to notice tendencies
in the change of text patterns in obituaries. This can in turn provide us with
insight into cultural changes in general.

The French section includes articles written by two doctoral students of
French at Vixj6é University. Both of them specialise in translation studies.
Maria Fohlin deals with the translation into French of the Swedish
construction adverb + adjective (muntert sorglés), and Kristina Jansson
deals with discourse analysis: le discours indirect libre in Swedish and
French literary translations. Maria Fohlin’s article is a short presentation of
her thesis topic, while Kristina Jansson’s is a general discussion of the
terminology of discourse analysis.

The article presented in the Spanish section, Matices del humor en E/
cuarto de atrds de Carmen Martin Gaite, studies the various ways in which
humour plays a part in Martin Gaite’s work.




