
Churchill: T h e Continuing Story 

J Ø R G E N S E V A L D S E N 

T h e iconic posit ion o f W i n s t o n Churchil l , the great statesman a n d orator 
( 1 8 7 4 - 1 9 6 5 ) , was confirmed in a very publ ic and spectacular fashion when 
in 2 0 0 2 a popular B B C poll m a d e h i m a clear winner o f the title o f the 
Greatest Briton ever. W i t h 2 8 . 1 % o f the final vote, he beat not only his 
nearest rival, the Victorian engineer I sambard Brunei ( 2 4 . 6 % ) , but also 
celebrities better k n o w n outs ide Britain such as Shakespeare ( 6 . 8 % ) or 
Admira l N e l s o n ( 3 % ) . T h i s essay will look at other manifestations o f the 
cont inued contemporary interest in Churchil l and discuss w h y it is that his 
career, views and personality are still felt to be o f contemporary relevance. 

T h e literature o n Churchi l l is overwhelming a n d new biographies 
a n d m o n o g r a p h s o n aspects o f his life are c o m i n g o u t every m o n t h . A visit 
to s o m e o f the m o s t impor tant Churchi l l web sites will conf i rm that the 
Churchi l l industry is alive a n d well. 

T h e r e are obvious reasons for this. Churchi l l ' s political career covered 
m o s t o f the 2 0 * century, he held i m p o r t a n t ministerial pos t s in m a n y 
governments , inc luding the pos i t ion as p r i m e minister 1 9 4 0 - 4 5 a n d 1 9 5 1 -
5 5 , a n d he was , o f course , a key player in British politics in the early 
phases o f the S e c o n d W o r l d W a r when the fate o f Britain a n d the future 
o f the democrac ies o f Western E u r o p e was be ing decided. A s an individual 
h e was colourful a n d unpredictable , a n d there are so m a n y military 
adventures a n d political a n d personal ups a n d d o w n s in his life that it 
w o u l d seem imposs ib le to write a dull b iography o f h im. A t the s a m e t ime 
he was a master o f words , bo th written a n d spoken, a n d his towering 
polit ical prestige after W o r l d W a r II c o m b i n e d with his abil i ty to co in 
phrases that were born as aphor i sms has m a d e h i m one o f the m o s t q u o t e d 
pol i t ic ians o f all t imes . 'As Churchi l l said' is a sentence y o u constant ly run 
into when speakers or writers try to b o r r o w his wit or to capital ize o n his 
polit ical prestige. A superficial indicat ion o f the frequency with which 
Churchi l l is q u o t e d in the Engl i sh-speaking wor ld c o m p a r e d with other 
f a m o u s or in famous figures m a y be h a d via the internet search mach ine 
' G o o g l e ' . A search (Augus t 2 0 0 4 ) o n the w o r d combina t ion " A s Churchi l l 
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sa id" gave 1 ,830 hits. I f you subst i tute 'Shakespeare ' for 'Churchil l ' , the 
B a r d admit ted ly scored 3 , 0 5 0 hits, a n d 'L incoln ' beats the British l ion 
narrowly with 1,940 ment ions . Other comparab le figures, however, trail 
far behind h i m : N a p o l e o n ( 7 4 6 ) , Stal in ( 5 7 8 ) , Hit ler ( 4 5 1 ) , Roosevelt 
( 3 0 5 ) , Margare t Thatcher ( 1 5 0 ) , L loyd G e o r g e (31) a n d Attlee (4 ) . 
S o m e t i m e s y o u even see aphor i sms attr ibuted to Churchi l l which were in 
fact uttered by others. H e has, in other words , b e c o m e a popular source o f 
political w i s d o m a n d o n e that m a n y will automatical ly turn to for verbal 
suppor t o f their case. 

Let m e just give o n e example o f the contemporary use o f Churchil l ' s 
authority. T h e — perhaps unlikely — admirer is the Amer ican linguist and 
radical political activist N o a m C h o m s k y , w h o twice refers to Churchil l in 
a preface to a b o o k on the erosion o f civil rights in the U S A after the 
events o f Sep tember 11 2 0 0 1 . In his first passage, he uses h i m as an 
example o f imperial ist ic Western att itudes towards third wor ld countries: 

. . . The resort to violence to intimidare — "terrorism," in the 
technical sense of U S official documents — has long been a 
standard tool of domination . . .The commanding officer 
responsible for rhe Amrirsar massacre in India [1919] defended 
his acrions on rhe grounds rhar . . . "it was no longer a question of 
merely dispersing the crowd, but one of producing a sufficient 
moral effect, from a military point of view, not only on those 
who were present but more specially throughout the Punjab." 
Churchill's impassioned advocacy of 'using poisoned gas against 
uncivilised tribes' [in Iraq] shorrly after was based on similar 
reasoning. [Churchill dismissed] wirh contempt the 
'squeamishness' of those who worried about popular reacrion to 
what was then regarded as rhe most criminal weapon of war. . . 

In the second, he quotes h i m approvingly for his s taunch defence o f the 
principles o f the rule o f law, even in t imes o f crisis: 

. . . In this connection, it might also be wise to recall some words of 
Churchill's : "The power of the executive to cast a man into prison 
without formulating any charge known to the law, and particularly 
to deny him rhe judgmenr of his peers, is in the highest degree 
odious, and the foundation of all totalitarian governmenr whether 
Nazi or Communist." Churchill's warning against such abuse of 
executive power for alleged intelligence and preventive purposes was 
in 1943, when Britain was facing threats that were not exactly trivial. 
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In other words , within the space o f a few pages , Churchi l l is called o n to 
exempli fy both the worst in Western arrogance a n d the best in enl ightened 
thought o n civil rights ( C h o m s k y 2 0 0 3 : ix a n d xii) . 

Before expanding o n the contemporary political use o f Churchi l l ' s 
reputat ion, I would , however, like to return very briefly to the present 
academic interest in the great s ta tesman. 

1. Churchill and the historians 

T h e mains t ream accounts o f Churchi l l tend to present h i m as the ' M a n o f 
Dest iny ' . A m a n 'larger than life', wi th a difficult early life, but with a 
s t rong belief in himsel f a n d in his miss ion to achieve great things for the 
nat ion that he loved. F o r a l o n g per iod o f his life, his political career saw 
great t r iumphs , bu t also m e t with setbacks which w o u l d have crushed 
ordinary mortals . H e never despaired, however, a n d t o o k it u p o n h imse l f 
to warn the Brit ish against the evil nature o f N a z i s m a n d against G e r m a n 
aggress ion in the 1930s , even if his warnings were largely ignored till 
shortly before the outbreak o f war in 1939 . Finally, h e met his historical 
m o m e n t as P r i m e Minister , when his defiance o f Hit ler in the crucial years 
o f 1 9 4 0 - 4 1 turned h i m into what we can n o w recognize as a saviour o f 
Western civilisation. 

T h e basis o f this narrative was provided by Churchi l l ' s o w n 
autobiographica l books , such as My Early Life ( 1 9 3 0 ) , a n d the extensive 
vo lumes o n W o r l d W a r I (The World Crisis 1 9 2 3 - 3 1 ) a n d W o r l d W a r II 
(The Second WorldWar, 1 9 4 8 - 5 4 ) . Of ten q u o t e d in this context is his 
remark that he was sure history w o u l d be k i n d to h im, because he 
intended to write it himself! H i s family, too , t o o k part in this work. H i s 
son , R a n d o l p h , wrote the first vo lumes o f the official b iography, his 
daughter M a r y S o a m e s has written a b o u t the family, in particular a b o u t 
her mother , C l e m e n t i n e Churchi l l ; a n d other relatives have m a d e their 
contr ibut ions to the canon. T h e basic story was repeated in the official 
e ight-volume biography, largely written by the historian M a r t i n Gi lbert , 
w h o also edited the mass ive c o m p a n i o n vo lumes o f d o c u m e n t s for the 
biography. It is no t that Gi lber t suppresses facts or d o c u m e n t s that m i g h t 
p u t Churchi l l in an unfavourable light; bu t his basic approach is o n e o f 
reverence, a n d y o u m i g h t say that in s ituations where a pos i t ive or a 
negative interpretation o f Churchi l l ' s a ims a n d motives m i g h t be 
constructed, Gi lber t rarely chooses the negative one. All later one-vo lume 
biographies have relied o n the narratives a n d d o c u m e n t s left by the 
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Churchi l l family a n d by Gi lbert ' s g igantic endeavours , a n d m o s t o f them 
see Churchi l l ' s life through the pr i sm prov ided by them. 

Unt i l recently, alternative a n d critical voices were mos t ly heard 
either f r o m historians o n the left, where there is a t radi t ion o f seeing 
C h u r c h i l l as an ant i - labour , upper-c lass a lcohol ic , a racist a n d a trigger-
h a p p y mil i tar is t ; a n d f rom profess ional soldiers a n d mil i tary his tor ians , 
w h o have occas ional ly accused h i m o f be ing an amateur m e d d l i n g in 
affairs which s h o u l d have been left to the true profess ionals ( P o n t i n g 
1 9 9 4 ; Barne t t 1 9 9 1 ) . D u r i n g the 1 9 9 0 s , however , a n e w critical t rend 
e m e r g e d , this t ime f rom histor ians a n d pol i t ic ians f rom the 'nat iona l 
r ight ' — p e o p l e w h o were b o t h host i le to E u r o p e a n integrat ion a n d 
Br i ta in ' s par t ic ipat ion in the E U , a n d sceptical o f Br i ta in ' s perce ived 
subserv ience to the U S A . T h e y accused Churchi l l o f be ing a r o m a n t i c 
w h o s e de te rmina t ion to fight Hi t l e r a n d w h o s e deference for the 
A m e r i c a n s has tened Bri ta in ' s dec l ine unnecessari ly . T h e m a i n p r o p o n e n t 
o f this view, the his tor ian J o h n C h a r m l e y , p o i n t e d o u t that Church i l l 
h a d two m a j o r a m b i t i o n s in his polit ical life: to fight bo l shevi sm a n d to 
preserve the Bri t i sh E m p i r e . B u t see what h a p p e n e d ? After W o r l d W a r 
I I , the Soviets d o m i n a t e d Eas tern E u r o p e , a n d the Bri t i sh E m p i r e b r o k e 
u p . T h e U S b e c a m e the d o m i n a n t western superpower , a n d Br i ta in a 
cl ient o f the Amer icans . All this, they say, m i g h t have been a v o i d e d if 
C h u r c h i l l h a d been o p e n to the conc lus ion o f a separate peace wi th 
G e r m a n y in 1 9 4 0 . T h a t m i g h t have g iven the Br i t i sh E m p i r e a new lease 
o f life a n d perhaps l imited the d a m a g e infl icted by Sta l in o n E u r o p e a n d 
the w o r l d ( C h a r m l e y 1 9 9 3 : 6 4 9 ; 1 9 9 5 : 4 6 ) . 

F e w his tor ians are n o w ( 2 0 0 5 ) running wi th this part icular ball. 
Never the les s , the furore created by C h a r m l e y ' s revis ionism was no d o u b t 
o n e o f the factors that created space for new b iographies a n d new 
interpretat ions o f Churchi l l ' s life a n d legacy in the early 2 0 0 0 s . T h e 
m o s t successful recent b iographies such as those by Geoffrey Bes t a n d 
R o y J e n k i n s are a d a m a n t that Churchi l l deserves the epithet 'great ' , a n d 
B e s t in part icular insists that C h a r m l e y ' s bel ie f in a c o n t i n u e d life o f 
Br i t a in as an imperia l wor ld p o w e r fo l lowing a B r i t i s h - G e r m a n p e a c e in 
1 9 4 0 is an unreal is t ic d r e a m . Hi t ler w o u l d never have kept his w o r d or 
l imi ted his a m b i t i o n s , a n d in the end Br i ta in is in a better pos i t ion n o w 
as a n A m e r i c a n client wi th its self-respect intact than it w o u l d have been 
as a G e r m a n vassal . 

S o m o s t o f the new b o o k s about Churchi l l are still within a 
recognizable m o u l d a n d are content with rehearsing wel l-known 
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controversies o n for example the responsibil ity for the Gal l ipol i c ampa ign , 
which ended Churchi l l ' s career as First L o r d o f the Admira l ty in 1 9 1 5 , or 
the controversies between Churchi l l , Roosevel t a n d Stalin dur ing W o r l d 
W a r II o n allied strategy towards the Axis powers . A n u m b e r o f recent 
contr ibut ions have, however, tried to explore Churchi l l ' s legacy from fresh 
angles. D a v i d Stafford's Churchill & Secret Service ( 1 9 9 7 ) i l luminates 
Churchi l l ' s deal ings with a n d use o f the intell igence services o n the basis o f 
recently freed d o c u m e n t s , a n d reminds us that i f material likely to e x p a n d 
o u r knowledge o n Churchi l l ' s career in i m p o r t a n t ways is ever likely to 
turn u p , it will p robab ly c o m e from hitherto c losed intell igence files. J o h n 
R a m s d e n ' s pa th-breaking Man of the Century. Winston Churchill ( 2 0 0 2 ) 
explores Churchi l l ' s legacy a n d the ways in which he has been celebrated -
or the oppos i t e — in various parts o f the wor ld , inc luding Scandinavia . 
D a v i d R e y n o l d s ' Churchill fighting and Writing the Second World War 
( 2 0 0 4 ) is a detai led examinat ion o f h o w Churchi l l compi l ed his The 
Second World War ( 1 9 4 8 - 1 9 5 3 ) a n d compare s Churchi l l ' s version o f 
events a n d the vers ion that emerges f rom a s tudy o f the contemporary war 
records. T h e o u t c o m e does not seriously change our picture o f Churchi l l ' s 
role in the war, bu t the b o o k provides a fascinating insight into 
Churchi l l ' s work ing m e t h o d s as a writer. It makes it clear h o w m u c h he 
relied o n the drafts o f his professional research assistants, a n d gives 
examples o f themes that were underplayed in the m e m o i r s in order to pu t 
Churchi l l h imse l f in the best poss ible l ight or that were politically 
inconvenient to dwell o n in the light o f the international s i tuat ion o f the 
1 9 5 0 s . Aga in , it is not u n k n o w n for authors o f autobiographies to have 
selective m e m o r i e s , a n d Reynolds ' s trength is the methodica l a n d 
exhaust ive t rea tment o f the topic rather than conclus ions that require 
radical revisions o f the history o f W o r l d W a r II. In general , Reynolds ' 
a t t i tude to his subject is dispass ionate . H i s research does not , for example , 
leave h i m as a great admirer o f Churchi l l ' s skills as a mil i tary strategist: as a 
former solider, he h a d 'real . . . experience o f war' , bu t 'he d id not 
c o m m a n d any format ion larger than a battal ion, he h a d never a t tended 
S ta f f Co l l ege a n d learned to plan operat ions , a n d h a d no interest in 
logistics — that essential science o f supply. In other words Churchi l l k n e w 
batt le b u t d i d not really unders tand m o d e r n war — large-scale, resource-
intensive operat ions involving the mobi l iz ing a n d d e p l o y m e n t o f c o m p l e x 
format ions a n d different a rms . ' (Reynolds 2 0 0 4 : 2 4 4 ) . 
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2. Churchill and Scandinavia: From Norway 1940 to the 
Nobel Prize in 1953. 

Apar t f rom the unsuccessful All ied a t tempt to force the Straits o f the 
Dardanel les in 1 9 1 5 , which resulted in Churchi l l ' s resignation as a 
minister , the N o r w a y c a m p a i g n in 1 9 4 0 has to be rated as the mos t 
spectacular military failure overseen by Churchi l l in his capacity as First 
L o r d o f the Admira l ty . T h i s was a pos t that he held in the first m o n t h s o f 
W o r l d W a r I as well as o f W o r l d W a r II. O n both occas ions the British 
a n d the G e r m a n s a n d their respective allies devoted a great deal o f 
d ip lomat ic a n d e c o n o m i c attention to the peripheral areas o f the 
Cont inent : T o the Balkans a n d to Scandinavia . T h e a ims o f the warr ing 
powers were to try to persuade the small neutral powers in these regions to 
jo in them as allies or at least to prevent them from jo in ing the enemy 
coal it ions, and at the s a m e t ime to secure cont inued access to impor tant 
raw material such as, in the S e c o n d W o r l d War , R u m a n i a n oil a n d 
Swedish iron ore. In both 1 9 1 4 - 1 5 a n d 1 9 3 9 - 4 0 Churchi l l ' s m i n d was 
thus frequently occupied by schemes that m i g h t br ing Brit ish naval power 
to bear o n G e r m a n y by actions through the D a n i s h Straits directed against 
G e r m a n y ' s Balt ic coast. In 1 9 1 5 the plans were p o s t p o n e d in favour o f the 
Dardanel les s cheme a n d a b a n d o n e d after the failure to force the T u r k i s h 
Straits ; in private, however, Churchi l l cont inued to wrestle with the idea 
o f breaking the dead lock on the Western Front through dar ing act ions in 
the Baltic. W h e n in Sep tember 1 9 3 9 he j o i n e d the G o v e r n m e n t a n d was 
p u t in charge o f the Royal N a v y , he returned to the plans for naval act ions 
in the Balt ic a n d also worked o n a n u m b e r o f schemes des igned to s top the 
transportat ion o f iron ore f rom N a r v i k to G e r m a n y a n d even o c c u p y the 
mines in Kiruna in N o r t h e r n S w e d e n to control their o u t p u t o f ore . 

T h e r e is no space here to retell in detail the compl ica ted story o f the 
All ied a n d G e r m a n plans a n d ambi t ions in Scandinavia d u r i n g the 
' P h o n e y War ' between the G e r m a n attacks on Po land in Sep tember 1 9 3 9 
a n d o n D e n m a r k a n d N o r w a y o n 9 Apri l 1940 . All ied plans to start 
operat ions in the N o r t h o f N o r w a y a n d Sweden to suppor t the F inns in 
their Winter W a r against the Russ ians a n d occupy the mines o f K i r u n a o n 
the way never material ised, as the governments o f neutral N o r w a y a n d 
Sweden refused to cooperate . It is clear, however, f rom recent literature on 
Churchi l l and the events o f 1 9 3 9 - 4 0 that his advocacy o f act ions against 
the N o r w e g i a n coast was not only mot ivated by a wish to s top the iron ore 
t rade , bu t also by a h o p e that Hit ler w o u l d retaliate so that the Bri t i sh a n d 
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French m i g h t open a front against G e r m a n y in an area where the Brit ish 
navy cou ld act f rom a pos i t ion o f supposed ly superior strength. W h e r e 
Nevi l le C h a m b e r l a i n a n d his foreign secretary, L o r d Hali fax, hesi tated to 
e m b a r k o n operat ions in breach o f international law a n d carrying a risk o f 
Bri t i sh t roops be ing resisted by N o r w e g i a n a n d Swedi sh soldiers, the e n d 
just i f ied the m e a n s to Churchi l l . A c c o r d i n g to the m o s t recent historian o f 
Brit ish policies d u r i n g the p h o n e y war, he 'cared not a fig for N o r w e g i a n 
or Swedi sh resistance, and positively w e l c o m e d an aggressive G e r m a n 
react ion' ( Smar t 2 0 0 3 : 139 ) . 

T h e u p s h o t o f the deliberations in L o n d o n a n d Paris was the Brit ish 
operat ion l aunched o n 8 Apri l to m i n e the approaches to N a r v i k within 
N o r w e g i a n territorial waters. A t that t ime , G e r m a n ships were o n their 
w a y to the N o r t h Atlant ic , a n d turned the tables o n the allies with their 
invas ion o f D e n m a r k a n d N o r w a y o n 9 April . A l t h o u g h Churchi l l was at 
first hopeful that the Brit ish navy w o u l d n o w be free to engage the 
G e r m a n s a n d strike a decisive b low against Hit ler ' s mar i t ime power , 
events soon turned into a disaster for the allies w h o were unable to prevent 
the G e r m a n s f rom occupy ing N o r w a y . 

O n the G e r m a n side, the navy h a d long advocated occupat ion o f the 
N o r w e g i a n seaboard in case o f a war with Britain. Planning for such a 
cont ingency had begun in October 1939 . D u r i n g the early m o n t h s o f 1 9 4 0 , 
as the Allied interest in s o m e form o f intervention in Scandinavia b e c a m e 
publ ic knowledge, Hider ' s interest in the project grew. T h e G e r m a n s were 
p lanning their b ig assault on their Western neighbours , a n d H i d e r decided 
that he had better protect his Nor thern flank against British operations 
before he turned o n the French. H e n c e the directive for the occupat ion o f 
D e n m a r k a n d N o r w a y on 1 March , and the final order o f 2 April to 
proceed with operat ion 'Weseri ibung' dur ing the early hours o f 9 April. 

In retrospect, it is not difficult to find an explanat ion for the success 
o f the G e r m a n operat ions . Whereas the Brit ish, a n d not least Churchi l l , 
were qui te o p e n a b o u t their interest in the Swedish iron ore traffic a n d in 
the w a y in which the Scandinavians adminis tered their neutrality, the 
G e r m a n mil i tary plans were laid in total secrecy. W h e n G e r m a n naval 
m o v e m e n t s were detected o n 8 Apri l , Brit ish intelligence mis interpreted 
the direct ions a n d purposes o f the G e r m a n operat ions so that the 
G e r m a n s m a n a g e d to pu t their expedit ionary forces ashore before the 
Brit ish discovered the true proport ions o f the G e r m a n attack. Final ly, 
Churchi l l a n d others h a d not foreseen the extent a n d significance o f the 
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G e r m a n air superiority dur ing the operat ions a n d the ability o f the 

G e r m a n s to l and t roops in N o r w a y from the air. 

In Britain, the setback in N o r w a y was also a b low to Churchi l l ' s 
prestige, but not, as it turned out , to the extent that it prevented h im from 
b e c o m i n g Pr ime Minister . O n M a y 10 Chamber l a i n had to s tand d o w n 
after the N o r w a y debates in the H o u s e o f C o m m o n s a n d the G e r m a n 
at tack o n France , a n d Churchi l l was the only polit ician with stature a n d 
self-confidence e n o u g h to take on the daunt ing task o f war leader in 
Britain. In N o r w a y a n d D e n m a r k , the experience o f the G e r m a n 
occupat ion , the pos i t ion o f Churchi l l as the central figure in the fight 
against Hit ler in the crucial years o f 1 9 4 0 - 4 1 , a n d the role o f Britain as the 
liberator o f the two countries f rom G e r m a n rule ensured that the 
reputat ion o f Churchi l l was transformed. W h e r e before Apri l 1 9 4 0 h e h a d 
been regarded by m a n y as a slightly eccentric political maverick, his war 
leadership gave h im an iconic posi t ion in the two countries . H e m a d e 
t r iumphal visits to N o r w a y in 1 9 4 8 and D e n m a r k in 1 9 5 0 , a n d statues o f 
h i m were pu t in place in C o p e n h a g e n in 1 9 5 5 a n d in O s l o in 1 9 7 6 . B y 
g iving Churchi l l the N o b e l Prize for literature in 1 9 5 3 , the Swedes 
prov ided h i m with an oppor tuni ty to visit their country. H e was, however, 
unable to take it. A t that po int , he was in his second per iod as Pr ime 
Minis ter ( 1 9 5 1 - 5 5 ) , a n d had arranged a s u m m i t meet ing with his 
Amer ican a n d French colleagues in B e r m u d a at the t ime o f the ceremony 
in S t o c k h o l m in D e c e m b e r 1 9 5 3 . S o his wife, C l e m e n t i n e Churchi l l , went 
to receive it o n his behal f a n d contr ibuted to m a k i n g it an occas ion 
m a r k e d by w a r m appreciat ion o n all sides. 

Nevertheless, Sweden was hardly a m o n g Churchil l ' s favourite countries 
mainly, o f course, because he resented Swedish neutrality policies dur ing 
W o r l d W a r II. D u r i n g his visit to Copenhagen in October 1 9 5 0 , a year 
after D e n m a r k and N o r w a y had jo ined the Atlantic Pact, he discussed 
Scandinavia's posit ion vis-ä-vis Soviet Russ ia with H a n s Hedtoft , the 
Dan i sh Pr ime Minister. Hedto f t was a Social D e m o c r a t with very positive 
attitudes towards N o r d i c co-operation who regretted the failure to establish 
a N o r d i c defensive pact prior to the Norwegian a n d Dan i sh decision to jo in 
N A T O . W h e n he assured Churchil l that the Swedes were brave e n o u g h a n d 
would fight as well as the Norwegians and D a n e s if attacked by the 
Russians, Churchil l replied that Swedish policy was 'governed by a 
professional neutrality' a n d that Sweden 'did not have the right sense o f 
solidarity, a l though that might c o m e ' (Sevaldsen 2 0 0 4 : 3 5 9 ) . Th i s difference 
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between the positions o f D e n m a r k , N o r w a y and Sweden in Churchil l ' s 
universe is s u m m e d up thus by the historian J o h n Ramsden : 

. . . The Swedes were simply not part of the club of nations that had 
accepted Churchill's moral lead in the Second World War, an 
exclusion that was marked in 1965 by the British Government's 
decision to award two places fot official mourners to each country 
that had been a British wartime ally, but only one to countries that 
had then been hostile — or neutral. The Danes and Norwegians 
were rhus each given two seats in St Paul's Cathedral for 
Churchill's funeral, the Swedes only one. This was noted and 
somewhat resented in Stockholm, as American diplomats reported 
back to Washington, for, as some Swedes carefully poinred out, 
neither Denmark nor Norway had actually chosen to join the allied 
side in the war, rhey had merely found themselves there when 
Germany invaded them (Ramsden 2002: 296) . 

It m u s t be said, however, that Churchil l d id not in general concern himsel f 
m u c h with the problems o f smaller states. T h e world with which he was 
familiar was a world o f empires a n d great powers with global spheres o f 
influence. Smal l states were impractical a n d often in the way, a n d Churchil l 
at t imes suggested that they should b a n d together in regional federations. 
N o r was he willing to subscribe to their right to remain neutral in all 
c ircumstances o f war. In a situation where Britain was fighting for her 
existence against an aggressive Continental power, she mus t reserve the right 
to herself to carry out operations that technically violated the rights o f small 
countries for the sake o f the greater g o o d . Churchil l was steeped in British 
history a n d could find examples in the past to justify a robust British 
att i tude towards minor powers. A passage in his popular book , A History of 
the English-Speaking Peoples ( 1 9 5 6 - 5 8 ) , o n the British action against 
D e n m a r k in 1 8 0 7 m a y serve as an illustration. Churchil l is writing about 
the N a p o l e o n i c Wars and is discussing the situation after the s igning o f the 
Franco-Russ ian alliance at Ti l s i t in Ju ly 1807 . N a p o l e o n n o w d o m i n a t e d 
the C o n t i n e n t and Britain had to rely o n her naval superiority a n d ability to 
enforce her b lockade o f Cont inenta l trade: 

. . . Grave and threatening news was conveyed to London from the 
raft where the two Emperors had met upon the River Niemen. An 
English secret agent reported that an arrangement had been 
reached whereby Napoleon was ro seize the Danish Fleet and gain 
control of the entrance to the Baltic. This was to be a preliminary 
to a joint invasion of England with the help of the Russians. The 
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Cabiner acted with praiseworthy decision. Admiral Gambier was 
immediately ordered to enter the Baltic with twenty ships of the 
line and procure, by force if necessary, the surrender of the Danish 
Fleet. After a heavy action in the harbour of Copenhagen the 
Danes yielded to this humiliation. This act of aggression against a 
neuttal state aroused a storm against the Government in Whig 
political and literary circles. But events vindicated the promptitude 
and excused the violence of their action. Two days after the British 
Fleet left home waters Napoleon had informed the Danish 
Minister in Paris that if England were to refuse Russian mediation 
in the Great War Denmark would be forced ro choose sides. Had 
the British Governmenr not acted with speed the French would 
have been in possession of the Danish Navy within a few weeks. 

(Churchill 1957: 253). 

Churchi l l a n d his research assistants are not the only writers w h o m i x up 
N e l s o n ' s naval battle at C o p e n h a g e n in 1 8 0 1 with Wel l ington ' s and 
G a m b i e r ' s act ion in 1 8 0 7 which secured British a ims through a 
b o m b a r d m e n t o f the city a n d its civilian popula t ion . Nevertheless , the 
a r g u m e n t is clear enough , a n d the reader is no d o u b t invited to see the 
parallels with both Churchi l l ' s plans for act ions against N o r w a y a n d the 
Balt ic in 1 9 3 9 - 4 0 a n d the Royal Navy ' s s inking o f a section o f the French 
navy of f O r a n in J u l y 1 9 4 0 to prevent the French ships from falling in the 
hands o f the G e r m a n s . 

3. Contemporary uses of Churchill 

T h e steady interest in Churchil l which has been apparent since his death in 
1 9 6 5 took a dramat ic upturn after the attack on the W o r l d T r a d e Center in 
2 0 0 1 a n d the Anglo-American decision to invade Iraq in March 2 0 0 3 . 

T h e tragedy in N e w York on 11 September 2 0 0 1 immediately 
conjured up images o f Churchill . T h e visits by R u d o l p h Giul iani , the 
M a y o r o f N e w York, a n d by President Bush to the ruins evoked memories 
o f Churchil l ' s walkabouts in the blitzed parts o f L o n d o n in 1 9 4 0 , and the 
rhetoric o f Giul iani and Bush was equally reminiscent o f Churchil l ' s 
defiance o f foreign tyrants. Such references cont inued in the period leading 
u p to the decision to attack Iraq in 2 0 0 3 . T h e British war leader's n a m e was 
frequendy invoked to justify preventive action against the threat posed by 
S a d d a m Husse in ' s regime. T w o themes in particular were presented: 
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Firstly, Churchi l l ' s w i s d o m in realising that appea sement does not 
w o r k against unscrupulous dictators . O p p o n e n t s o f a r m e d intervention 
against S a d d a m H u s s e i n were c o m p a r e d with the followers o f Nevi l le 
C h a m b e r l a i n a n d accused o f m a k i n g the s a m e k ind o f m i s j u d g e m e n t o f 
their opponent ' s intentions that the appeasers m a d e in the 1930s . 

Secondly , that we should learn f rom Churchi l l ' s courage in s tanding 
u p for views that were unpopu la r dur ing the years before the war a n d in 
taking the difficult decis ion to fight o n against Hit ler in 1 9 4 0 in spite o f 
scept ic i sm a m o n g his colleagues. President B u s h a n d especially P r i m e 
Mini s ter Blair k n e w that m a n y o f their voters were uncomfor tab le with 
their policies on Iraq, a n d Churchi l l p rov ided a t e m p t i n g m o d e l o f a 
pol i t ician w h o dared lead f rom the front. A s B u s h expressed it in February 
2 0 0 4 : ' In his determinat ion to d o the right thing, a n d not the easy thing, I 
see the spirit o f Churchi l l in P r i m e Minis ter T o n y Blair. ' O n the s a m e 
occas ion, B u s h declared h imse l f 'a great admirer o f Sir W i n s t o n Churchi l l , 
admirer o f his career, admirer o f his strength, admirer o f his character — so 
m u c h so that I keep a stern-looking bust o f Sir W i n s t o n in the O v a l 
Off ice . H e watches m y every m o v e . ' (Bush 2 0 0 4 ) . T o n y Blair o n his part 
styled his speeches in a m a n n e r that often recalled f amous phrases f r o m 
Churchi l l ' s war t ime speeches: ' W e the Brit ish are a peop le that s t and by 
o u r friends in t imes o f need, trial a n d tragedy.. . ' ( 1 4 S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 1 ) ; 
'People should have confidence. T h i s is a batt le with only o n e o u t c o m e : 
o u r victory, not theirs' ( 30 M a r c h 2 0 0 3 ) ; ' O n its o u t c o m e hangs m o r e 
than the fate o f the Iraqi people ' (The Observer, 11 Apri l 2 0 0 4 ) . 

T h e appeal to Churchi l l was not, as D a n i s h newspaper readers will 
k n o w , conf ined to the countries o f the 'Anglosphere ' . In D e n m a r k , too , 
pol i t ic ians a n d c o m m e n t a t o r s suppor t ing the D a n i s h part ic ipat ion in the 
mil i tary act ion against Iraq frequently reminded their critics o f Churchi l l ' s 
u n c o m p r o m i s i n g s t and against tyrants a n d o f the debt o f gra t i tude that 
D a n e s owe h i m a n d the Brit ish people (Sevaldsen 2 0 0 4 : 3 9 2 ) . 

In the context o f President B u s h a n d Pr ime Minis ter Blair, however, 
the close relationship between them dur ing the Iraq crisis was in itself seen 
as a vindicat ion o f the 'special relat ionship ' between Britain a n d the U S A , 
a n d thus o f an ideal that Churchi l l h imse l f h a d cult ivated m o r e than any 
other Brit ish s ta tesman in the 2 0 * century. B o r n o f an A m e r i c a n mother , 
he saw the relationship as based n o t ju s t o n a c o m m u n i t y o f interests, bu t 
o n a shared history a n d c o m m o n democra t i c a n d const i tut ional ideals. 
T h i s is what he elaborated over four vo lumes in A History of the English-
Speaking Peoples ( 1 9 5 6 - 1 9 5 8 ) , a n d which he translated into a special d u t y 
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o f the two leading Engl i sh-speaking countries to secure a n d uphold an 
orderly a n d democra t i c world. T h u s , in his f amous ' iron curtain' speech in 
Fu l ton , Mis sour i , in 1 9 4 6 o n the threat from Soviet total i tarianism, he 
dwel led o n the pos i t ion o f the U S A as the c h a m p i o n , with Britain, o f 
h u m a n rights, f reedom a n d the rule o f law. 'Here are the title deeds o f 
f reedom which should lie in every cottage h o m e . H e r e is the message o f 
the British a n d Amer ican peoples to m a n k i n d . Let us preach what we 
practise — let us practise what we preach. ' ( C a n n a d i n e 1990 : 3 0 0 ) . In the 
context o f an emerg ing C o l d War , he stressed the special role o f the U S A 
a n d Britain, within the new organisat ion o f the U N , to ensure order a n d 
stability in the world. Churchil l tried as long as poss ible to insist on an 
equal status between the U S a n d Britain a n d its C o m m o n w e a l t h in this 
task, even t h o u g h he recognized that the N o r t h Amer ican cousins were the 
superpower o f the future. N o w a d a y s , the idea o f the U S as the heir to 
Bri ta in 's wor ld role has been taken u p by historians such as Nial l 
Ferguson , w h o famously called the U S A 'an e m p i r e in denial ' (Ferguson 
2 0 0 4 a ) . T h e a r g u m e n t o f Ferguson a n d other Anglo-Amer ican neo-
imperialists is that the world needs a benevolent superpower to ensure 
order a n d stability. Britain fulfilled this role in the 19 t h century through its 
E m p i r e , which was , by a n d large, a g o o d , progressive a n d stabilizing thing. 
W h a t is needed now, in this view, is that the U S A takes it u p o n itself to 
play this role in full recognit ion o f what it is do ing . 

A n d what , then, should Britain's role be in a world d o m i n a t e d by the 
U S A ? H e r e , too , Churchi l l ' s legacy plays an interesting part in the 
discuss ions . T h e fact that his and Britain's finest hour in 1 9 4 0 was a case 
o f ' s tanding a lone ' against dark forces emanat ing from the C o n t i n e n t is 
seen by m a n y as having h a d a lasting effect on British percept ions o f 
E u r o p e . It is true that in the late 1940s Churchi l l acquired a reputat ion as 
o n e o f the fathers o f a united E u r o p e through his sponsorship o f the 
C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e in 1949 , bu t it quickly b e c a m e clear that he was 
against Brit ish part ic ipat ion in any form o f supra-national E u r o p e a n co­
operat ion. A U n i t e d E u r o p e for h i m was an ins trument o f French-
G e r m a n reconcil iation, not a construct ion that should lure Britain away 
f rom her imperial or Atlant ic destinies. S o he d id not use his authori ty to 
prepare the Brit ish for a life as o n e a m o n g m a n y E u r o p e a n players. T h e 
p r o - E u r o p e a n conservative historian J o h n R a m s d e n c o m m e n t s o n the 
'extremely high regard with which both Churchi l l a n d Britain itself were 
held across E u r o p e after 1 9 4 5 ' a n d deplores ' the recklessness with which 
such a nat ional asset was wasted by Brit ish G o v e r n m e n t s over the next two 
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decades . Whatever role Britain m i g h t have sought to play after 1 9 4 5 , 
Churchi l l h a d ensured that the ball was at our feet, t h o u g h s o m e h o w 
neither he nor his successors were ever able to run with it. T h i s was a 
failure o f foreign pol icy that cou ld well c o m e to weigh heavily in the 
historical scales o f j u d g e m e n t . ' ( R a m s d e n 2 0 0 2 : 3 2 1 ) . 

O n the other hand , it has been easy a n d obvious to use Churchi l l ' s 
author i ty in s u p p o r t o f ma inta in ing close links with the U S A . T h e 
Churchi l l -Roosevel t relationship has been c o m p a r e d with the Thatcher-
R e a g a n partnership a n d with Blair ' s relations with b o t h C l i n t o n a n d B u s h . 
A s m e n t i o n e d before, Blair 's pol icy o f st icking to the partnership with 
B u s h partly o u t o f basic s y m p a t h y for the Amer ican view o f the wor ld a n d 
partly because o f an ambi t ion to max imize Brit ish influence o n A m e r i c a n 
decis ions is easy to present as one model led o n the example o f W i n s t o n 
Churchi l l . T h e r e has been an o n g o i n g discuss ion a b o u t the validity o f 
such a parallel between the experts. T h u s in J u l y 2 0 0 4 , J o n M e a c h a m , the 
author o f Franklin and Winston ( 2 0 0 3 ) , warned against historical 
compar i sons o f this k ind a n d against seeing too m a n y likenesses between 
G e o r g e W . B u s h a n d T o n y Blair o n o n e s ide a n d Churchi l l a n d Frankl in 
D . Roosevel t o n the o t h e r : ' B u s h eschews complexi ty ; F D R a n d Churchi l l 
e m b r a c e d it. B u s h prefers to decide , not g o into details or revisit issues; 
F D R a n d Churchi l l were constant ly examining their o w n a s sumpt ions a n d 
i m m e r s i n g themselves in postwar p lanning . B u s h is largely incurious a b o u t 
the world ; F D R a n d Churchi l l wanted to k n o w everything. ' ( M e a c h a m 
2 0 0 4 ) . In contrast , M a r t i n Gi lber t r eminded us in D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 4 that in 
their t ime, Churchi l l a n d Roosevel t were the target o f m u c h crit icism, too , 
a n d argues that i f a democra t i c Iraq a n d an Israeli-Palestinian agreement 
emerge at the end o f the difficult war in Iraq, B u s h a n d Blair ' m a y well, 
with the pas sage o f t ime a n d the open ing o f the archives, j o in the ranks o f 
Roosevel t a n d Churchi l l . ' H e also saw the intervention in I raq in the 
context o f Anglo-Amer ican ideal i sm as expressed in the At lant ic Charter : 
'Churchi l l a n d Roosevel t worked together to shape the postwar world . 
T h e Atlant ic Charter , which they both s igned in A u g u s t 1 9 4 1 , set o u t the 
parameters o f sel f-government, free elections a n d d e m o c r a c y for all those 
nat ions that h a d been subjected to N a z i tyranny. In Iraq, B u s h a n d Blair 
have adhered to the At lant ic Charter concept . H u s s e i n was overthrown in 
order that a democra t i c Iraqi leader c o u l d be p u t in his place, a n d b o t h 
leaders are persevering in this task. ' (Gi lbert 2 0 0 4 ) . 

T h e r e are, o f course , other roads for Bri ta in than the At lant ic or the 
E u r o p e a n ones. T h e historian T i m o t h y G a r t o n A s h has recently tried so 
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s u m m a r i s e the various opt ions discussed in Britain as the fol lowing four 
strategies: 

I. Regain independence . T h i s is a narrative that 'draws on an immense ly 
powerful self-image: that o f Britain fighting heroically on, led by 
W i n s t o n Churchi l l , after France h a d fallen to Hitler 's armies in the 
s u m m e r o f 1940 ' , a n d which concentrates on pul l ing out o f E u r o p e . 

II . C h o o s e Amer ica . T h e voices r e c o m m e n d i n g this say that Britain m u s t 
choose between the U S a n d E u r o p e , a n d that she should choose the 
U S and jo in the N o r t h At lant ic Free T r a d e Area. 

III . C h o o s e E u r o p e . O n l y through poo l ing its sovereignty with the 
partners in the E U , say the proponent s o f this opt ion , can Britain free 
herself f rom her servitude to the U S a n d regain her natural place as a 
leading force in E u r o p e . Britain needs to realise that culturally a n d in 
terms o f social values, she is a E u r o p e a n country. 

IV . T r y to m a k e the best o f Britain's int imate relations with both Amer ica 
a n d E u r o p e . T h i s is, in fact, what the Blair government tries to d o , 
a n d which m o s t Brit ish people w o u l d n o d o u b t op t for, whereas the 
m e d i a tend to be m o r e polar ised between 'Euroscept ics ' , 'Europhi les ' 
a n d 'Atlanticists ' . 

In this s cheme o f things, W i n s t o n Churchi l l , in Ash ' s view, is 'the p r i m e 
witness , role mode l a n d a d o p t e d patron saint' o f the first two opt ions (Ash 
2 0 0 4 : 3 0 ) . O p t i o n s which are still alive in the Brit ish debate , where 
part icipants are still trying to capitalise o n Churchi l l ' s i m m e n s e 
reputat ion. 

4. Historical role model? 

F o r historians, this leaning on a historical authori ty like Churchi l l in 
contemporary political controversies raises the o ld a n d familiar ques t ion o f 
learning lessons f rom history. In the case o f Churchi l l : Are there sufficient 
similarities between the s i tuations in the 1 9 3 0 s a n d the present day for a 
c o m p a r i s o n between Churchi l l ' s s tand against Hit ler a n d Blair 's against 
S a d d a m H u s s e i n to be meaningful? 

In the late 1930s , Churchil l certainly was more alert to dangers c o m i n g 
from Hider ' s G e r m a n y than m a n y o f his contemporaries were. A s to the 
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quest ion o f h o w to contain Hitler's ambit ions , Churchil l ' s ma in advice was 
(1) T o build alliances against h im in E u r o p e while strengthening the League 
o f Nat ions , a n d (2) T o build up Britain's defences so that the country could 
negotiate from a posi t ion o f strength. H e never proposed a preventive war 
o n G e r m a n y to force the country to disarm or to rid it o f the Naz i regime. 
D u r i n g the crisis in 1 9 3 6 caused by Germany ' s remilitarisation o f the 
Rhineland, he d id not oppose the official policy o f trying to find a 
negotiated sett lement o f the crisis. In 1 9 3 9 , the final decision o f Nevil le 
Chamber la in ' s government to go to war with G e r m a n y was taken as a 
response to a direct G e r m a n attack o n Poland. 

In other words , it seems difficult to c o m p a r e the s ituation in the 
1 9 3 0 s with the 2 0 0 3 scenario o f a perceived threat f rom a m i n o r power 
ruled by a vicious dictator poss ibly possess ing weapons o f mass 
destruct ion. I f y o u want to find historical s i tuations in which Churchi l l 
advocated intervention for preventive or humani ta r i an reasons y o u w o u l d 
have to l ook at other episodes in his l o n g career. T h u s , his advocacy o f 
allied intervention against the Bolsheviks in Russ i a in 1 9 2 0 m a y be said to 
have sprung f rom a sort o f liberal interventionism. In that s i tuat ion, 
however, as in the case o f his intervention in the G r e e k civil war in 1 9 4 4 -
4 5 o n the s ide o f the ant i -communis t s , there already were internal 
conflicts taking place in which Churchi l l chose to suppor t o n e o f the 
parties. H e also cheered, as Pr ime Minister , the American- led operat ions 
aga inst the I ranian polit ician M o h a m m a d M o s s a d e g h in 1 9 5 2 - 5 3 which 
led to M o s s a d e g h ' s fall. Churchi l l h a d resigned as P r i m e Minis ter when 
the Brit ish, French and Israelis invaded E g y p t in 1 9 5 6 in response to 
Pres ident Nasser ' s nat ional isat ion o f the Suez C a n a l . H e appears not to 
have h a d q u a l m s a b o u t the intervention in itself, bu t reservations a b o u t 
the w i s d o m o f g o i n g in wi thout assurance o f Amer ican support . In any 
case, the military interventions against local autocrats in Iran in 1 9 5 3 a n d 
in E g y p t in 1 9 5 6 t o o k place to protect Brit ish e c o n o m i c a n d strategic 
interests; they were not defended as act ions to rid the wor ld o f dangers to 
the peace or to l iberate the Iranian or Egypt i an peoples f rom oppress ion . I f 
Churchi l l h a d been alive in 2 0 0 3 a n d in a pos i t ion to confer with T o n y 
Blair o n the merits o f intervention in Iraq, m y guess w o u l d be that he 
w o u l d have been attracted by the idea o f a jo in t Ang lo-Amer ican act ion to 
p u n i s h a local tyrant, bu t also doubt fu l a b o u t whether key Brit ish interests 
were at stake, or whether the l iberation o f the Iraqi peop le f rom a despot i c 
ruler was a s t rong e n o u g h a r g u m e n t to warrant military act ion. 
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In fact, Churchi l l d id not always act in heroic and u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 
m o d e s . H i s policies c o u l d be very pragmat ic . As Pr ime Minis ter 1 9 5 1 - 5 5 
h e was very m u c h aware that the W e s t was confront ing a country that h a d 
nuclear b o m b s , a n d was more careful to avoid provoking the Soviets than 
was his U S partners. L ike them, he sincerely wanted the demise o f the 
Soviet U n i o n . H e was certain that the c o m m u n i s t regimes w o u l d fall, but 
thought that the breakdown o f the Soviet b loc w o u l d be a result o f a long 
process o f attrition a n d o f the effects o f increasing cultural a n d e c o n o m i c 
pressure f rom the West . Y o u m i g h t say that here was another issue on 
which history was to prove h i m right. 

So the conviction that Churchill would be a certain supporter o f the 
Coal i t ion attack o n Iraq, h a d he been with us today, seems difficult to 
sustain if y o u look at the specifics o f each o f the historical situations that 
might be compared. It m a y also be that the fans o f Churchil l choose to 
appeal to h i m more generally as a politician with a heroic and activist 
approach to the conduct o f foreign policy. B y the end o f 2 0 0 4 , however, the 
increasingly messy a n d un-heroic circumstances o f the intervention in Iraq 
lessened the inclination o f Anglo-American leaders to draw in Churchil l in 
the debate. W h o knows, perhaps the Churchil l that will be quo ted over the 
next few years will not be the opponent o f appeasement in the 1930s , but 
the minister who in 1920-21 fought relentlessly against I R A terrorists in 
Ireland, but in the end decided that enough was enough a n d that a 
settlement could only be reached through negotiations with the terrorists? 
As the quote from N o a m C h o m s k y referred to at the beginning o f this essay 
illustrated, Churchill 's speeches a n d policies span so m a n y posit ions that his 
authority can be called u p o n to support a wide range o f views. 

T h e r e are, finally, a n u m b e r o f other reasons why Churchi l l will no 
d o u b t cont inue to be q u o t e d a n d used as an authority. T h e y have to d o 
with aspects o f his personality which m a r k h i m o u t as a m o d e r n or even 
p o s t - m o d e r n politician: 

Firstly, his ability to set the scene a n d create reality through rhetoric, 
especially in 1 9 4 0 . All spin doctors m u s t admire his ability d u r i n g the 
per iod after the fall o f France to persuade the British popu la t ion that their 
country was in a pos i t ion to win a war with the axis powers , w h e n all 
rational analysis po in ted in the oppos i te direction. T h i s has always been 
recognised as a superior feat o f political persuas ion, which was even m o r e 
remarkable as he was , o f course , his o w n spin doctor . 

Secondly , his very m o d e r n way o f 'branding ' h imsel f as a polit ician. 
T h e r e were certainly other leaders with s t rong publ ic profiles d u r i n g the 
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1 9 3 0 s , bu t a m o n g democrat ic polit icians he was remarkable in his early 
abil ity to b r a n d h imse l f through the weird variety o f hats he used, his 
cigar, b o w tie, a n d the V-s ign that he cultivated d u r i n g W o r l d W a r II. H e 
was extremely careful a b o u t this a n d very consc ious o f cult ivating a n d 
ma inta in ing his publ i c image . 

Thirdly , his leadership style. Certainly, his reputation a m o n g his 
contemporaries a n d his staff o n this score is mixed. H e was known as a 
person who drove his secretaries to despair by d e m a n d i n g their services at 
improbable hours, as an addict o f one-way communica t ion a n d therefore a 
hopeless chairperson o f meetings. Nevertheless, other aspects o f his style o f 
leadership are attracting interest at business schools and other centres o f 
m a n a g e m e n t studies: H i s ability to inspire his staff through his energy a n d 
ceaseless interest in even minute details, which m a d e h i m an 'inspirational' 
a n d 'hands-on' leader; his curiosity, which m a d e h i m want to see for himsel f 
what went o n in the offices, ships, airfields, muni t ion factories or whatever 
other establishments that were part o f his ministerial responsibilities. Experts 
have declared h i m a pr ime example o f the ' M B W A ' style o f leadership: 
M a n a g e m e n t B y Walk ing A b o u t (Roberts 2 0 0 3 : 101) . 

T h e s e 'modern ' features are to be found, it should be remembered, in a 
person w h o was born into the upper echelons o f the British aristocracy. T h i s 
is o n e o f the m a n y apparent contradictions which m a k e h i m so fascinating: 
at the s ame t ime progressive and aristocratic, social reformer and anti-
socialist, cautious pragmat ic and heroic firebrand, realistic power politician 
and romant ic nationalist, prophetic seer a n d detail-obsessed administrator. 
Y o u should, in m y view, always be sceptical o f anybody cla iming authority 
for contemporary courses o f action from the great statesman, but it will 
always be fascinating and often inspiring to see h o w he c o p e d with the 
challenges that he a n d his country m e t with in his lifetime. 
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