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This special issue of Nordic Journal of English Studiesexploresa
number of themes related to the spread of English as a global language in
academicand professionatomains. Thisspread isclosely linked to
global trends in technological development, population mobility,
transnational business organization, and education, which is increasingly
driven by market forces (e.g. Ek, Ideland, Jonsson and Malmbéarg
press) and neo-liberal ideologies (e.g. Block, Gray and Holborow 2012).
As English is being used in international business and other professional
contexts, therés also agrowingdemand forEnglish-mediumeducation
which is now being offered in countrieutsidethe English-speaking
world (e.g. Mok2012). Thistrend can beobserved in post-Bologna
Europe, wherehe Netherlandsand theNordic countriesprovide the
largestnumber of English-mediumprogrammesand coursegWachter

and Maiworm 2008). Such rapid changes the linguistic landscape
place additional strains on students, teachers, and business professionals,
who areexpected to operaia bilingual or multilingual settings. Atthe
sametime, in reaction talobalization, languagpoliciesregulatingthe

use of English in high-stakeslomainshave been implemented on the
governmentaland locallevel, includingthe parallel languageuse of
English and localanguage(s)n the Nordic states(e.g. Kuteeva2011).
Thesepolicies do notalways match practicedut they inevitably have
consequences for teachers and researchers of English working at schools,
universities,and otherinstitutions.Thus, furtherresearch intdhe actual

uses of English in educational and professional contexts is needed.

The papers published in this special issue reflect the current status of
English in academi@and professionatontexts, abovall as a lingua
franca of international communication in science, education, and
businessThe first part dealswith English inprofessionaresearch and
businesscontexts. In theopeningpaper,Anna Mauranenexploresthe
phenomenon ofesearch bloggingpcusingon thecurrentperception of
science blogs by the research community, theiplace in research
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dissemination, and their hybrid genre featurehindontext of academic
writing traditions. The article problematizes tloerof science blogging
in relation to research publication practices:ldogs a vehicle for public
outreach or for the discussion of serious findingsawing on a wide

range of genre research, including English for 8ijgePurposes, New
Rhetoric, and Systemic Functional Linguistics, Mawen analyses two
science blogs, one in theoretical physics and therdn microbiology.

She concludes that science blogging reflects teasiesulting from the
dramatic changes in ways to ensure high reseaamdatds and fast
online communication and public engagement. Scigmcemmunicated
online to very heterogeneous audiences, who, iin tivn, contribute to

knowledge construction in various ways. Englishofsen used as a
lingua franca in such online contexts, which hasmpact on what is
considered acceptable in terms of linguistic norms.

Inspired by the work of Bakhtin (1981, 1986), imstuality has
been a central concept both in literary studiesdiscburse analysis. For
example, in the field of English for Specific Pusps, intertextuality in
academic writing has been explored with a focuplagiarism and on
what is considered original text (e.g. Pecorari@d0Blowever, business
writing conventions are very different from thosethe academy, and to
this day they have not been documented to the saieat. Philip Shaw
and Diane Pecorari examine a corpus of chairmataiersents from
annual reports by 36 companies, most of which wisted on the
London FTSE 100 in 2012 and therefore represemtdatd English
norms. The authors analyse signalled and unsighaiigertextual
relationships in the selected texts and concludg ihtertextuality is
indeed a pervasive feature in chairman’s stateméots it differs
substantially from academic genres. Thus, chairmatatements refer
primarily to earlier utterances of the chairman $eth and other texts
produced by the company in question. This inwadkilog citation
practice is in sharp contrast with the expectatiomsosed by academic
writing conventions, which require writers to inporate multiple voices
from a broad range of external sources. The figliog this study
suggest that students whose future profession&itganay involve this
type of corporate writing in English should be @egal to use templates,
promotional referencing style, and other featurfeprofessional writing
which seem to be at odds with academic writing eottions.
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The third article in this special issue introduties theme of English
used in combination with the local language. Drgaom genre analysis
(e.g. Bhatia 2004) and advertising research, MigGarcia Yeste
describes how English is used in Swedish print dibireg: which
rhetorical moves include English words and phreemed what values
these English expressions evoke. His findings powards a relatively
low presence of English in the examined sample ef popular
magazines, contrary to the assumption that Enggighbiquitous in all
popular domains.

The second part of this special issue includes rakvpapers
concerned with English-medium education in Scandamauniversities
and other issues related to English for Academigpdéses. Christian
Jensen, Louise Denver, Inger Mees, and Charlottehafepresent the
results of a large-scale survey based on the dsabfsl,700 student
responses to 31 non-native English-speaking letaea major Danish
business school, focusing on the relationship betwperceptions of
English language proficiency and perceptions of egaein lecturing
competence. They have found that the former igrifsiant predictor of
the latter: those lecturers whose English langupgeficiency was
perceived by students as low also received lowescior the evaluations
of their general lecturing competence. The autlamgue however that
this finding largely reflects predominant speeclerebtypes as
demonstrated by previous research on the effecteather accent
variation on student perceptions of competencesacdhl attractiveness.
The article therefore suggests that student evahsto not always fully
reflect the teachers’ competence in their subgeat, the results of such
evaluations should be used with caution in the exinbf English-
medium content courses.

Hedda Sdderlundh’s article examines the use ofigings a medium
of instruction at a Swedish university, showing h&nglish is being
adapted to the local context. Unlike the previotila, Séderlundh’s
study resorts to ethnographic methods and convwensanalysis and
analyses authentic samples of student interactimn. data consist of
ethnographic observations of six university courdeserviews with
students and staff, and video recordings of stitdptsons. Séderlundh’s
analysis focuses on students’ expectations of whenappropriate to
use English and how it is adapted to the Swedisketsity environment.
She observes that Swedish is still used in bothhieg and learning
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situations in English-medium courses, and the Iastatlents establish
norms for when, how, and with whom it is appromitd speak English.
English is perceived as a language that belongsapity to the exchange
students, while Swedes are associated with bothidbngnd Swedish.
Thus, language choice is locally constructed, &weduse of English can
be seen as a transnational strategy.

While Jensen et al. and Sdderlundh focus on lerjuaind spoken
interaction, Spela Mezek’s study is concerned \witidents’ reading in
English at a Swedish university. More specificaliphe discusses the
effects of note-taking strategies on learning sttbgpecific terminology
in English. Her study involved an experiment in ghistudents were
presented with new terms and could take notes,hmvis followed up
by a multiple-choice test to measure their learniMgzek found that
students who took extensive notes and engagedtheéthiext more also
learnt more subject-specific terminology.

The last two papers in this issue focus on otheects of English for
Academic Purposes. Pamela Vang shows how Masteidersts can be
motivated to learn academic English through disogpspecific
summary writing. She argues that this approachffiscteve since it
facilitates a critical study of different texts atiteir rhetorical features
and incorporates reading skills with writing, graamnpeer critique and
discussion. Finally, Purificacion Sanchez’'s articdmalyses lexical
bundles in three oral corpora collected at Britishd Spanish
universities, with a specific focus on 4-word bwesdlSanchez examines
the forms, structures and functions of these bdiemparing native
and non-native language uses. She found signifiddf@rences in the
types of lexical bundles used by native (British)l mon-native (Spanish)
speakers and suggests that Spanish students di@elxposed to more
spoken discourse in English.

The articles published in this special issue drawaovariety of
theoretical and methodological approaches to thdysbf English in
academic and professional contexts, including preyiresearch in
English for Specific Purposes (ESP), sociolingasstcorpus linguistics,
professional communication, language education sarfdrth.

All papers have undergone double-blind peer reviemd | would
like to express my deepest gratitude to external peviewers whose
thorough and constructive feedback has been vit#hé preparation of
this special issue. They are, in alphabetical order
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John Airey, Uppsala University and Linneaus UniitgysSweden
David Block, ICREA/Lleida University, Spain

Beyza Bjorkman, Stockholm University and KTH Royastitute of
Technology, Sweden

Anders Bjoérkvall, Stockholm University, Sweden

Mona Blasjo, Stockholm University, Sweden

Alicia Creswell, Newcastle University, UK

Alejandro Curado, Extremadura University, Spain

Britt Erman, Stockholm University, Sweden

Piedad Fernandez, Murcia University, Spain

John Flowerdew, City University of Hong Kong, Holkigng
Carmen Maier, Aarhus University, Denmark

Greg Myers, Lancaster University, UK

Juan Carlos Palmer, Jaume | University, Spain

Carmen Perez-Llantada, University of Zaragoza,rSpai

| would also like to thank Spela MeZek for her gews help in the
preparation and formatting of the final versiongl® manuscripts, and,
last but not least, Karin Aijmer, the chief editmi Nordic Journal of
English Studiesor her interest and support during the prepanatiothis
special issue.
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