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HUSEYIN UZUNOGLU & N.EDA AKYUREK SAHIN

New Greek inscriptions from Akmoneia and its territory

Abstract

This paper publishes nine new inscriptions copied during the archaeo-
logical surveys conducted in the Phrygian city of Akmoneia and in its
territory between 2014 and 2017. Even though there have been no
systematic excavations to date, the city is remarkable due to its rich epi-
graphic documentation. The new finds make a notable contribution to
this. Of the nine inscriptions published here, one (No. I) concerns the
erection of the statues of Koros, the goddesses, as well as of the sacred
council, by a certain Hierokles, the priest and the agonothete of the
Great Asklepicia. In another inscription (No. 2), a woman called Fla-
via Hedeia, the daughter of Flavius Montanus of consular rank and the
wife of Sallius Aristainetos of consular rank, is honoured by her foster-
parents. We attempt to identify Flavius Montanus through some related
inscriptions already published from the city and thereby propose a dating
in the mid-3rd century AD. Nos. 3—6 are grave inscriptions and they all
date from the Roman Imperial period except for No. 6. Even though the
remaining inscriptions (Nos. 7-9) consist of fragmentary texts carved on
architrave blocks, they still provide valuable information, such as proving

the existence of a gymnasium, as well as a fountain house in Akmoneia.*

Keywords: Akmoneia, epigraphy, Greek inscriptions, Phrygia,
prosopography

hetps://doi.org/10.30549/opathrom-16-08

*We wish to thank Associate prof. Emre Tasgtemiir and Associate Prof.
Miinteha Ding for permission to publish the new inscriptions discovered
during the Usak Archaeological Surveys, as well as for their zealous ef-
forts to facilitate our work. I (Hiiseyin Uzunoglu) owe a gratitude to the
American Research Institute in Turkey (ARIT) and also to the Scientific
and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) for gener-
ously supporting my research project on making the inscription corpus
of Akmoneia. We also thank Prof. Fatih Onur (Antalya) for his help in
joining the photographs of two fragments in No. 2. We further thank
Terrance Michael Patrick Duggan and Dr Mark Huggins for improving
the English of this paper.

Introduction

Situated on a conical hill in the village of Ahat in the district
of Banaz within the province of Usak, in modern-day Turkey,
the ancient city of Akmoneia was obviously one of the most
prominent cities in the Phrygian region of Asia Minor in the
Roman Imperial period, not only due to its occupying a stra-
tegic position in the transport network of the region, but also
because it possessed fertile agricultural lands.! Even though
the epigraphic evidence shows that the city was adorned
with many buildings in the Roman Imperial age, only some
remains of the theatre and gymnasium, traces of fortifica-
tion walls, and a few towers and some scattered architectural
blocks are visible in the ancient city today.? This should not
be regarded as surprising, since there have been no systematic
surface surveys or archaeological excavations conducted in the
city or its territory to date, except for a short-term rescue exca-
vation at the gymnasium in 2000.* From 2014 to 2017, a field
survey project was conducted by Associate Prof. Miintcha
Ding and Associate Prof. Emre Tastemiir from the Depart-
ment of Archaeology at Usak University, in order to record
all the archaeological and epigraphic evidence in Akmoneia
and in its territory.* Akmoneia is a very rich city in terms of
its epigraphic documentation. Following the successful iden-
tification of the city by Johannes Franz in 1840, more than
260 Greek and a few Latin inscriptions were sporadically pub-
lished in various journals or collections® and mostly with very

! For the history of Akmoneia, see Akyiirek $ahin & Uzunoglu 2019,
206-208 (with further references).

? For the buildings in Akmoneia in general, see Ding 2019, 8-11.

? See Baggelen 2000, 24.

* For the archacological results of these surveys, see Ding & Tastemiir
2019.

> Franz 1840, 6-7.

¢ In 1939, Buckler and Calder published many new inscriptions and
compiled the epigraphic evidence in a list, see MAMA V1, 239-350 and
the list in 148-151, nos. 149-227. After this compilation, only a few
epigraphic publications (see, for example, Drew-Bear & Eck 1976, 293
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limited or no commentary.” The discovery of many new in-
scriptions during the 2014-2017 surveys greatly contributes
to the rich epigraphic inventory of Akmoneia.? In this paper,
we introduce nine new inscriptions, which were document-
ed in these surveys.” Of these inscriptions, one is dedicatory
(No. 1), one is honorific (No. 2), four (Nos. 3—6) are funer-
ary in genre, whilst the rest (Nos. 7-9) consist of fragments
of building inscriptions. The find-spots of these inscriptions
are varied and dispersed. Only two inscriptions are recorded
to have been found in the city centre (Nos. 3, 4);'° the rest are
from the territory. All the inscriptions date from the Roman
Imperial period, except for No. 6 which belongs to Late An-
tiquity."!

Inscriptions

NO. I. HIEROKLES ERECTS STATUES OF KOROS,
GODDESSES, AND THE SACRED COUNCIL

Marble base (Figs. 1a, 1b). Inv. no. of the survey: UYA.14.
Akm.M.7. Find-spot: Ahatkdy. Currently kept at the Ahat
secondary school. H: 0.93 m; L: 0.42 m; W: 0.42 m; Lh (let-
ter height): 0.02-0.025 m.

The stone is broken off at the top and the upper part of the
inscription is missing.

294, no. 4; Drew-Bear 1978, 12-14, no. 6; Drew-Bear & Naour 1990,
1929-1930; Varinlioglu 2006, 355-373) appeared until Thonemann
presented 31 new inscriptions as a part of the MAMA XI project mainly
based on the copies of Calder and Ballance, see MAMA X1, 99-130. For
a general history of epigraphic research in Akmoneia, see Akyiirek $ahin
& Uzunoglu 2019, 204-205.

7 Therefore, we have begun to make an extensive corpus to bring together
all these documents (both new and published) with detailed commentaries.
8 Some new inscriptions derived from these surveys have already been
published by the author(s) of this article, see Akyiirek $ahin & Uzunoglu
2021, 356-362, nos. 20-26; Uzunoglu 2022.

% Inscriptions discovered in the territory of Akmoneia were recorded by
the survey team; we did not autopsy them in person. Concerning these
inscriptions, we rely on the photographs provided by the head of the sur-
vey and sometimes on their manuscripts as well. Measurements, particu-
larly of the letters, are occasionally lacking.

1% Nos. 2 and 6 are also kept in the city centre, having been brought there
from Mayasirt1 Mevkii.

"' Whilst the Sullan era is widely employed in Akmoneian inscriptions
(for this, see Leschhorn 1993, 263-265), none of the inscriptions pre-
sented in this paper provide any direct information to facilitate a dating
to this particular era.

Inscription

[--c 10--]A[- - 7-8 -]
2 EIAEQZ ‘lepdxAng Me-v
vavdpou ouv kai Epuo-
4 [ylével 16 Vi alTol TOV
Kopov kai tas Beas kai
6 Thv iepav BouAny ém
Tiis TAaTeias obv Tois
8 nuikukAions iepaTtedoas
Kai &dywvobethoas TédV
10 peydAcwov AokAnmifcov
€K TGOV 1dlcov.

Translation

- - - Hierokles, son of Menandros, together with his son Her-
mogenes, (erected the statues of ) Koros, the goddesses, the
sacred council with their semi-circular bases on the main
street, from his own resources, having served as the priest (i.c.,
of Asklepios?) and the agonothete of the Great Asklepicia.

Commentary and dating

Line 2: EJAEQZ. What is meant here is unclear to us. efAecos
= fAewds can either be an adjective or an adverb (kind, kindly)
and it is preferred mostly in poetry. Its usage in prose inscrip-
tions is mostly restricted within the context of expressing a wish
together with yévorto or ein. The inscription might well have
started with such a phrase.”? One other option is to take it as
the genitive ending of a personal name such as NetAéus. If this
assumption is true, we can then perhaps imagine an eponymous
dating in the missing lines of the inscription. The only problem
for this suggestion would be that there is no space for 7y in the
beginning of the line and if we put this letter at the end of the
previous line, there would be a non-syllabic word-division.
There appears to be a trace of a horizontal line in the upper
right of the omega in this word. This is unlikely to be a letter,
because in that case the line would be too close to the omega,
whereas there is a clear space between the lines in the remain-
der of the inscription. This is probably a stonemason’s error.
Lines 5-6: Hierokles seems to have erected the statues of
Koros and the goddesses as well as one other statue personify-
ing the sacred council on the main street of Akmoneia. Aside
from this example, there is only one other inscription, found
at the bath-gymnasium complex in Sardeis, that records the

12 Cf. for example MAMAXI, 110 (with many references to this expression).
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Fig. 1a. Inscription concerning the erection
of statues to Koros, goddesses, and the sacred
council. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and
Emre Tastemiir.

erection of statues of Koros (Satiety) and Euposia (Abun-
dance), the children of Kore.'?

Thomas Drew-Bear reported another, still unpublished
dedication to Koros from the territory of Akmoneia,' but its
fate remains unknown, and it could not be rediscovered in the
course of the latest surveys. It is not possible to ascertain the
identities of the goddesses mentioned due to the ambiguity of
the expression. The cults of Athena, Hekate, Artemis Ephesia,
and Meter are attested in the city,” but given the above-men-
tioned dedication in Sardeis, we can perhaps propose Kore and
her other child Euposia as the possible candidates for the 8eat
in this inscription. Hierokles also set up a statue of the coun-

13 SEG 36, 1095; SEG 60, 1303; Petzl 2019, no. 447, lines 4—6: Képns
Taidas leaf Képov, leaf Eumro[otav, kal] Umép evetnpias kai evBaAeias
ToAews kal Tepixcdpou Zdpdelcov yiis(?)] avébnkev v Mlkcov MUkeo-
vos v &k Téw iBicov. For the detailed commentary on Kore and her chil-
dren, see Petzl 2016, 244-245; Paz de Hoz 2016, 199-203.

4 Drew-Bear 1976, 249.

5 Akyiirek $ahin & Uzunoglu 2019, 218.
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Fig. 1b. Detail of the inscribed area. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and Emre Tagtemiir.

)

cil, which is defined as sacred. The personification of the civic
institutions as is the case in this inscription is not exceptional.
Similarly, an honorific decree from Akmoneia dating from
AD 68 reveals that Demades, the priest of Athena, erected
three statues (again with their semi-circular bases) at the city
gate representing the Desmos, the Polis and the Gerousia.'® The
boule of Akmoneia is also depicted on the city coinage, where
it likewise bears the epithet of iepé&."”

Line 7: wmAateias: Plateia is the term employed for a main,
colonnaded street adorned with statues.'®

16 Varinlioglu 2006, 363-368, no. 4; SEG 56, 1490; AEpigr 2006, 1426,
lines 14-17: ékéopmoev To¥ Te Bfipou kai Tis TéAecds ka[i] Tfs yepou-
olas avdpeldvtas ouv T Huft]kukAico.

17 Martin 2013, 147, Akmoneia 1, 2.

8 See in detail, Robert 1980, 128, 155-156; Hellmann 1988, 255; Lolos
2003, 157-160; Du Bouchet 2008, 58.



172 + HUSEYIN UZUNOGLU & N.EDA AKYUREK SAHIN *+ NEW GREEK INSCRIPTIONS FROM AKMONEIA AND ITS TERRITORY

Line 8: fjuxuxAfols: fiukikAiov is a semi-circular statue
base and is attested in Akmoneia once with this meaning."
iepatevoas: Hierokles was most probably the priest of Askle-
pios, as line 10 appears to show.?

Line 10: peydhcov AokAnmncov: The principal deity of
Akmoneia is considered to be Asklepios on the grounds that
the god is depicted on the homonoia coins representing the
harmony between Akmoneia and Eumenecia.?! The AokAn-
miewa festival in Akmoneia is also documented in another
inscription dated to the second half of the 2nd century AD.
Its editor, Peter Thonemann, asserted that the title of the
festivals, “ney&Aa’, might suggest that they were penteteric
(occurring every fifth year).?? Great Asklepicia are attested in
various cities of Asia Minor.?*

Date: 2nd century AD.

NO. 2.HONOURING OF FLAVIA HEDEIA

Two joining fragments of a marble base (Figs. 24, 2b). Inv.
no. of the survey: UYA.17.Akm.M.5 (upper part); UYA.17.
Akm.M.6. (lower part). Find-spot: Akmoneia. Brought from
the Mayasirtt Mevkii. Both fragments are now kept in the an-
cient city (Ahatkdy). Measurements, upper fragment: H: 0.98
m; L: 0.46 m; W: 0.42 m. Lower fragment: H: 0.50 m; L:
0.43 m; W: 34; Lh: 0.02-0.035 m.

The inscription consists of two fragments which we reu-
nited: we present here the complete text.

Inscription

[- - - . 11-12 O] A(aviav) Hietav
2 [---¢10-11TH]v kpaTioTnv
[--- ¢ 12-13] v Umatikny, v
4 BuyaTtépa ®A. Movtdvou
Tol kpaTioTou UTaTikou
6 «ai Mop[melas] Pavotns
AouTrepkiaviis Tis
8 kpaTtioTns UmaTik[fs],
yuvaika ZaAAio[u]
10 v ApioTtaweéTtolu]
ToU kpaTioTou UTaT[ikol]
12 DOA&(nios) "ENE kai D[Aa(uia)]
STpaToveikn
14  oi Tpoels avTi[s].

19 See Note 16 above. For the term, see Ginouves 1998, 183, fn. 76. It is also
employed in relation to funerary monuments, see Kubinska 1968, 117-118.
2 Cf. MAMAXI, 101; SEG 62, 1112.

2! Franke & Nollé 1997, 4-5, nos. 34-38; Akyiirek $ahin & Uzunoglu
2019,215.

2 MAMA XTI, 101; SEG 62, 1112. For this cf. also I Prusias ad Hypium 6.
2 Riethmiiller 2005, 60-61.

Translation

Her foster-parents Fl. Helix and Fl. Stratonike (honoured)
- - - Fl. Hedeia - - -, the most excellent (woman) - - - of con-
sular rank, the daughter of Fl. Montanus, the most excellent
(man) of consular rank and Pompeia Fausta Luperciana, the
most excellent (woman) of consular rank, the wife of Sallius
Aristainetos, the most excellent (man) of consular rank.

Commentary and dating

The Flavius Montanus mentioned here in line 4, the father of
the honorand Flavia Hedeia,? is definitely not the T. Flavius
Montanus of Akmoneian origin who, being the high-priest of
the emperor cult in Asia (&pxiepeUs Acias vaod Tol év Epé-
ow kool Tfis Aotas), is not infrequently mentioned in the
inscriptions from Ephesos dating to the reign of Trajan.?> The
reason for this is the fact that Montanus is referred to as prae-
fectus fabrum in the Ephesian inscriptions indicating that he
belonged to the ordo equester (equestrian rank), whereas Mon-
tanus in our inscription is without doubt a vir consularis which
means that he was of senatorial rank. Even if the Montanus of
the Ephesos inscriptions, who, as someone of the equestrian
rank, built the vaults (waAis) of the theatre from his own
funds as well as donated 75,000 denarii for the works in the
harbour,? was somehow admitted to the senate via adlectio, it
does not appear possible to say that he advanced in his career
so swiftly and reached the consular rank. Therefore, it is highly
possible that the Montanus in this inscription was one of his
descendants. This is also supported by the fact that later gen-
erations of this family entered the senate. In another honorary
inscription, dated to c. AD 231 on prosopographical grounds,
a descendant called Tib. Fl. Montanus Maximianus is known
to have obtained the consulship;” and not much later, in
AD 245/6 or 246/7, he was awarded the proconsulship of
Asia.”® Another significant element in dating the inscription
involves the identification of Sallius Aristainetos mentioned
in the inscription as the husband of the honorand Flavia
Hedeia, the daughter of Flavius Montanus. As far as we could
determine, there are only two persons known to have born
this name in antiquity: one is C. Sallius Aristainetos from

% For a list of women honoured in Akmoneia, see Sickierka ez al. 2021,
984-987 s.v. Akmoneia.

» Tib. Fl. Montanus is known from seven inscriptions in total (one at-
tested in Akmoneia, the rest are from Ephesos): IGRR 1V, 643/1696 (Ak-
moneia); LEphesos 498, 854, 2037, 2061-3. IGRR IV 643 and another
inscription from Kibyra (/GRR IV, 908) make it clear that his father was
Fl. Hieron. According to JGRR IV, 908, Hieron had a daughter, named
Fl. Lycia who was married to an aristocrat Tib. Cl. Celsus Orestianus. For
detail on this, see Kearsley 1988, 43-51.

2% [ Ephesos, 2037,2061.

7 MAMAXI, 104; SEG 62, 1113.

2 [Ephesos 698.
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Fig. 2c. Upper right side of the monument. Courtesy of
Miinteha Ding and Emre Tagtemiir.

Fig. 2a. Honorary monument of Flavia Hedeia. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and Fig. 2b. Lower lefi side of the monument. Courtesy of
Emre lastemiir. Miinteha Ding and Emve Tagtemiir.
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Byzantium, who is renowned for being an orator maximus
and who had a senatorial career? and became consul in the
reign of Elagabalus (AD 218-222), whilst the other, in all
probability one of his descendants and probably his grandson,
was the governor of Thrace in the mid-3rd century AD (AD
253-255 or 258-260).* We can say with almost absolute cer-
tainty that the orator Sallius Aristainetos is not to be identified
with the one in our inscription, given that he was married to a
woman called Aclia Herais, as the coins of Byzantium clearly
show.?! Unless Fl. Hedeia is the second wife of Aristainetos,
this identification seems impossible, which means that the
latter Aristainetos is the strongest candidate for our case.
Supposing that this identification is correct, we might well
claim that the Montanus in our inscription was the son of Tib.
Fl. Montanus Maximianus. This suggestion of course remains
speculative unless more reliable data regarding this family be-
come available. In any case, all indications suggest the mid-3rd
century AD for the dating of this inscription, which is also
reinforced by the fact that there are no praenomina in the in-
scription.’ Lastly, the identification of Montanus’ wife, i.c.,
Pompeia Fausta Luperciana, does not seem possible; it is hard
to say if she had any relation with Pomponia Claudia Fausta
Luperciana, titled as clarissima femina, recorded on an inscrip-
tion dated to AD 214-215 from Smyrna.*

NO. 3. FUNERARY INSCRIPTION OF EGNATIUS
SYNTROPHOS AND HIS WIFE(?) BARBILLA

Fragment of a marble sima (Figs. 34, 36, 3¢). Inv. no. of the
survey: UYA.14.Akm.M.12. Find-spot: Ahatkdy. Currently
at the Ahat Secondary School. H: 0.28 m; L: 1.68 m; W: 0.40
m; Lh: 0.03-0.04 m.

? Philostr. 77 S IL11. In total, there are five epigraphic documents con-
cerning C. Sallius Aristainetos. The most significant of these is beyond
any doubt the inscription in which he was recorded as the lawyer in a
trial held before Caracalla at Gohoria (north of Damascus) in AD 216,
see Puech 2002, 132-134, no. 35. Two inscriptions are from the city of
Rome, which concern the erection of his statue by the colonies of An-
cona and Asculum and give the details of his cursus honorum, see Puech
2002, 134-136, nos. 36-37. Another inscription on a milestone from
Tomis, erected in the time of Elegabalus, reveals that he undertook the
governorship of Provincia Moesia, see Puech 2022, 137-138, no. 39. The
last inscription is attested from Amastris in Asia Minor. It is a fragment
of an honorary inscription, of which only two lines survive, see Puech
2002, 136-137, no. 38. Puech is of the opinion that the honorand in
this inscription may not be identical with the above-mentioned orator,
but rather one of his descendants. On Sallius Aristainetos cf. also Akgiin
Kaya 2016, 189-193.

3 SEG 28,592.

3! Schénert-Geiss 1972, 18; Leschhorn 2009, 353.

32 Concerning the phenomenon that praenomina are much less attested
from the 3rd century AD onwards, see Salomies 1987, 406.

3 [Smyrnall.1, 640.

The fragment has palmette and lotus motifs arrayed side
by side and worked meticulously. Below them are egg-and-
dart motifs and a band of bead and reel motifs, followed by a
Greek inscription of one line.

Inscription

Adpa ¥ &Autre xalpe.” EyvdTios ZUvTpogos éauTé kal

BapPiAAR U [-- - - - - ?]

Translation

Dymas, causing no grief. Greetings. Egnatius Syntrophos
(made this tomb) for himself and for Barbilla - - -.

Commentary and dating

Line 1: AUuas is a rarely attested personal name recorded in
Asia Minor only in Tasos, Theangela, and Knidos.** What rela-
tion Dymas had with the couple named in the remainder of
this line is ambiguous. In fact, this part of the inscription (i.c.,
AUua v &AuTe: xaipe) seems a later addition to the main text,
given the fact that the first three words appear more spaced
and somewhat less deeply incised compared to the rest of the
inscription. Accordingly, it is highly possible that we are faced
here with two different inscriptions. It seems that the funer-
ary inscription of Dymas was added later, either because he
somehow belonged to the family or more probably as some
form of a reuse.

&AuTre, xaipe: While not the most commonly attested fu-
nerary formula in Asia Minor, this expression is found, for ex-
ample, at LSmyrna 490 and in about a dozen other cases. The
adjective &Autros bears two meanings, operating in both the
active and the passive sense. It means “causing no grief (pain)”
in the active sense, whereas it can be translated as “suffering no
grief (pain)” in the passive sense. Marcus N. Tod, who evalu-
ated this term in its funerary context, concluded that it is a
laudatory epithet, and it is used in its active sense in this for-
mula.®® This conclusion is also shared by Jean-Baptiste Yon,?
and we can safely say that there is a consensus in the scientific
community on this matter.

EyvéTios: The Egnatii were one of the most distinguished
families of Akmoneia, whose several members are document-

3 LGPN VB, 126 sv; Unver 2022, 378-379, no. 2. For the name see also
Pape & Benseler 1911, 325 sv.

% Tod 1951, 186-187.

3¢ Yon 2003, 152. See also Boyaval 1995, 17. Yon’s study also shows that
the majority of the people employing this formula on their grave monu-
ments are of Syrian origin. However, there is not any indication in our
inscription that shows that he was of Syrian ethnicity.
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Fig. 3a. Funerary inscription of Egnatius Syntrophos. Courtesy of
Miinteha Ding and Emre Tagtemiir.

Fig. 3b. Details of the line. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and Emre Tagtemiir.

Fig. 3c. Details of the end of the line. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and
Emre Tastemiir.

ed in the city in the 2nd-3rd centuries AD.”” An inscrip-
tion dated to the first half of the 2nd century AD indicates
that the carliest attested member of this family is L. Egna-
tius Quartus.*® That this man is from the tribe of Teretina is
seen by Peter Thonemann as a clue concerning the roots of
this family,” considering the fact that equestrian negotiator
L. Egnatius Rufus, who was a very close friend of Cicero and
conducted business in the province of Asia as well as in Cilicia
and Phrygia Paroreios in the mid-1st century BC, also had the
same tribal affiliation; this made Thonemann suggest that the
Egnatii of Akmoneia might be descended from one of Rufus’
freedmen.®

BapPiAAn: Barbilla is a seldom-attested proper name.
Apart from this inscription, it has been hitherto documented
once in Pergamon.?! In this part of the inscription there is a

37 For the family members of the Egnatii in Akmoneia, sece JGRR IV,
642; SEG 56, 1492 = AEpz;gr 2006, 1425; MAMA X1, 101 = SEG 62,
1112; MAMA V1, 295-296. The inscription in SEG 6, 167 = AEpigr
1977, 802 which was attributed to Temenothyrai, is also considered to be
of Akmoneian origin; see Thonemann 2010, 174, n. 37.

3 IGRR 1V, 642. This person has also been attested in a recently published
inscription from Akmoneia; see SEG 56, 1492 = AEpigr 2006, 1425.

3 Thonemann 2010, 173-174.

“ On the provenance, family, and career of this man, see Ott 1995,
119-121.

‘' LGPN VA, 97 sv.

small blank space after the name Barbilla and then the frac-
ture begins. It is not clear whether the inscription continues
on this line or, on the line below. Barbilla was probably the
wife of Egnatius Syntrophos.

Date: 2nd—3rd centuries AD.

NO. 4. FUNERARY INSCRIPTION OF
P. AUFIDIUS ZOSIMOS

Doorstele of marble (Fig. 4). Inv. no. of the survey: UYA.15.
Akm.M.12. Find-spot: Akmoneia. Currently kept in the an-
cient city. H: 1.025 m; L: 0.775 m; W: 0.235 m; Lh: not re-
corded. Because the ste/ai Nos. 4 and S are now being prepared
for an archaeological publication by the survey team, we have
not provided full-size images of them in this paper.

Nuiskos doorstele with a Syrian pediment supported by
two columns with lateral branches. Pediment slightly broken
at the top. It bears three fasciae. Inscription on the lower fascia.
Inside the tympanum is depicted perhaps a folded pair of tab-
lets (diptychon) and a container for writing implements (kala-
motheke). Single door, with two pairs of panels. In the upper
panels are a four-leaf rosette (left) and a lock-plate (right). In
the lower panels are a round rosette (left) and a door-knocker

(?) (right).
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Fig. Sa. Funerary inscription of Trophimos. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and Emre Tastemiir.
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Inscription

TT. Augidios Zchoos EauTéd LoV pununs Xaptv.

Translation

P. Aufidius Zosimos (made this tomb) for himself while alive,
for the sake of remembrance.

Commentary and dating

Another Aufidius Zosimos is known from Akmoneia,? but
his pracnomen is Gaius, while that of the deceased in our in-
scription is Publius: the two cannot be identical. Other mem-
bers of the Aufidii are attested in Akmoneia.®

Date: 2nd—3rd centuries AD.

NO. 5. FUNERARY INSCRIPTION OF TROPHIMOS

Doorstele of marble (Figs. 54, 56). Inv. no. of the survey:
UYA.16.Kapak.M.4. Find-spot: Kapaklar/Kabaklar kéyii at
Usak. Currently kept in the public garden of the village. H:
0.91 m; L: 0.70 m; W: not recorded; Lh: not recorded.

Nuiskos doorstele with a Syrian pediment supported by
two columns. It bears four fasciae. The second fascia from the
top is inscribed. Inside the zympanum is a large wreath. Orna-
mental plants between the arch and the door. Door divided
into six panels. In the upper square panel is depicted a small
patera on the right. In the lower rectangular panel is depicted
a door-knocker (?).

Inscription

[- -InTopxns Tpogiucy T& 18icy &vdpl uvruns Xdpt.

Translation

- -etorkes (made this tomb) for her own husband Trophimos,
for the sake of remembrance.

Commentary and dating

[- -InTopkns. A female name with a nominative ending like
this is noteworthy and has a few examples.* The -topk- ele-
ment probably also points to an Anatolian name.

2 MAMA VI, 307.

® MAMA VI, 284, 291; MAMA X1 123. We encounter other members
of the family amongst the names of the delegation consulting the oracle
at Klaros, see Ferrary 2014, no. 227. A monograph focuses on the politi-

cal, economic, and social standing of this family; see Mathieu 1999.
“ Robert 1963, 214-216.

Fig. 5b. Funerary inscription of Trophimos, detail. Courtesy of Miinteha
Ding and Emre Tastemiir.

Unless the stone was transported from central Usak (Te-
menothyrai), or with a very low likelihood from Akmoneia,
the Kabaklar village in Usak province where this stone was re-
corded must have been in the territory of Traianopolis, which
is conventionally located in the village of Ortakdy.

Date: 3rd century AD.

NO. 6. FUNERARY INSCRIPTION OF CONSTANTINUS

Funerary block of marble (Fig 6). Inv. no. of the survey:
UYA.17.Akm.M.15. Find-spot: Mayasirti Mevkii in the
territory of Akmoneia. Currently kept in the ancient city.
H:0.44 m; L: 0.76-0.83 m; W: 0.44 m; Lh: 0.02-0.03 m.

On the frontal side of the stone is a cross carved in relief.
The inscription is on either side of the cross.

Inscription

[év]6&8e ka T&knTe 6 SoU-
2 [Aos] ToU 8(e0)i Kw cross voTdvTivos

Baothikdg)] o’ omabd(pros).
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Fig. 6. Funerary inscription of Constantinus. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and Emre Tastemiir.

Translation

Here lies Constantinus, the servant of God, basilikos proto-
spatharius (captain of the imperial bodyguard).

Commentary and dating

Line 3: o omaBépios = mpwtoomabapios. Spatharius is a
eunuch imperial guard serving under a mpcoTooTadépios in
Late Antiquity.® The inscriptions recording basilikoi spathar-
ioi have been attested only on lead seals,* except for one other
inscribed stone published from the Mysian city of Apollonia
ad Rhyndacum.?’

Date: 5th/6th centuries AD.

# The Spatharii are attested from the time of Theodosius II until the
middle Byzantine period; after the 8th century AD the title of spathar-
ius becomes a title “given to some high officials, both civil and military”,
see Eajtar 2017, 270. These officials are already recorded prior to Late
Antiquity and San Nicolo (1929, col. 1549-1550) explains this phe-
nomenon as such: “vor dieser Zeit als Privatsoldaten hober Offiziere und
Zivilbeamter oder auch als Gefolgsleute maichtiger Privatpersonen” For
the duties and responsibilities of the spatharius, see Stein 1925, 48; Bury
1911, 112-113; Oikonomides 1972, 297-298; Haldon 1984, 182-190;
Kazhdan 1991, 1935-1936.

4 For the attestations, see Eajtar 2017, 270-271.

¥ Uzunoglu 2016, 884-885.

Fragments

NO. 7. DEDICATION TO ANTONINUS PIUS

Fragment of marble architrave block (Figs. 74, 7b). Inv. no. of
the survey: UYA.14.Akm.M.1. Find-spot: Susuz Kéy in the
territory of Akmoneia. Currently kept in the ancient city. H:
0.42 m; L: 1.97 m; W: 0.50 m; Lh: 0.045-0.05 m.

Architrave moulded above, with three fasciae, the upper-
most of which bears a meticulously carved inscription. Com-
plete at top and broken on left and right sides. Ornamental
plants are visible at the top.

Inscription

[AuTokpdTopt Kaicapt Beot] Adpiavoi vidd Beot Tpaiavold
Tap[Bikol vicove Beol Népoua yydve, Titw Ailico Adpi-
aved Avtwveive EvoeBel Zefaotdd - - -].

Translation

For Emperor Caesar Titus Aclius Hadrian Antoninus Pius
Augustus, son of deified Hadrian, grandson of deified Trajan
Parthicus and great-grandson of deified Nerva - - -



NEW GREEK INSCRIPTIONS FROM AKMONEIA AND ITS TERRITORY + HUSEYIN UZUNOGLU & N. EDA AKYUREK SAHIN « 179

Fig. 7a. Dedication to Antoninus Pius. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and Emre Tastemiir. Fig. 7b. A closer look ar the line. Courtesy of Miinteha Ding and

Empre Tagstemiir.

Date

Reign of Emperor Antoninus Pius, AD 138-161.

NO. 8. FRAGMENT OF A BUILDING INSCRIPTION
REFERRING TO THE GYMNASIUM

Fragment of an architrave block of marble (Fig: 8). Reused in
the wall of the mosque in Susuz Kéy. Inv. no. of the survey:
UYA.16.Susuz.K.M.7. Find-spot: Usak/Banaz/Susuz Koy.
H:0.41 m; L: 1.76 m; W: not measurable; Lh: not recorded.

Architrave block with two surviving fasciae rebuilt on the
wall of the mosque. The upper fascia bears a Latin inscription,
while the lower fascia has a Greek one.

Inscription

Latin text:  ]po et stat[uam/uas ? —

Greek text:  ]s yuuvaoio[

Commentary and dating

Both texts are too fragmentary to reconstruct the lines and
contextualize them. It is very probable that the surviving “stat”
in the Latin text concerns the erection of the statue or stat-
ues. One may infer from the Greek text that the inscription
might well belong to a gymnasium building, which was pos-
sibly dedicated to the emperor(s). Accordingly, the Latin text
perhaps provides the information that statues of the emperors
were erected. Given that the inscription is carved on an archi-
trave block, one can claim that it is related to the building ac-
tivity of the gymnasium. If these considerations are true, we
are then allowed to restore the line to a genitive absolute con-

Fig. 8. Fragment of inscription concerning the gymnasium. Courtesy of
Miinteha Ding and Emre Tastemiir.

struction as such: [- - - kaTaokeudlovTo]s yuuvdoo[v - --] =
so and so (dedicated) this gymnasium [ to the - - - emperor(s) -
- - after having built it] etc. This would then be the first written
document proving the existence of a gymnasium in Akmoneia
and its territory, apart from the mosaic inscriptions personify-
ingMupvaoiapxia and Aycwvobesia, which were unearthed in
Ahatkéy by the Usak Museum Directorate in a rescue excava-
tion at a spot that was soon understood to be the gymnasium
building.*®

Date: Roman Imperial period

# On the gymnasium excavation, see Akbryikoglu 2006, 372-373. For
the mosaic inscriptions, see SEG 56, 1494.
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NO. 9. FRAGMENT OF A BUILDING INSCRIPTION

Fragment of an architrave block of marble (Fig 9). Inv. no. of
the survey: UYA.15.Akm.M.20. Find-spot: Erenler mevkii in
the territory of Akmoneia. Currenty kept in the ancient city.
H:0.31 m; L: 0.76 m; W: 0.41 m; Lh: 0.055-0.060 m.

Architrave block with two fascia. Similar to No. 8 above,
the upper fascia bears a Latin inscription, while the lower fas-
cia has a Greek one. Moulding at the top is heavily damaged.
Broken off on left and right sides.

Inscription
Latin text: - -]ribus et fonte[ or fonte[m? - - |
Greek text: - -Jaxiois kai AA+ trace of I or better ['/E/TT?

[--]

Commentary and dating

The inscription is like No. 8 above: bilingual but in a very frag-
mentary condition, which makes it impossible to propose any
restoration. Despite the fact that the Greek and Latin texts
seem coherent (both start with a substantive in a dative/abla-
tive ending followed by the conjunction “and”), one cannot
easily correlate the “fonte” in Latin with the word starting in
“AN” in Greek. “AA - - -7 cannot be the Greek equivalent of
fons (= fountain) in Latin, because, although there are many
words designating a fountain in Greek such as kprivn, U8petov,
UBpekBoxetov etc., there is no term familiar to us starting with
“AA” in this respect.”” We can perhaps propose restoring it as
&hel[mApov] or &Ai[mrthplov], given the above-mentioned
gymnasium/bath-complex at Akmoneia (see above No. 8). In
any case, this inscription is significant in terms of attesting the

# For the terminology of fountain houses, see Uzunoglu 2018, 62-90.

S R, N TR N TN, RN
&.‘ﬁ?"

Fig. 9. Fragment of inscription
concerning a fountain house
and alcipterion (?). Courtesy of

3
E Miinteha Ding and
% Emre Tastemiir.

first document regarding the existence of a fountain house in
the territory of Akmoneia.
Date: Roman Imperial period.

HUSEYIN UZUNOGLU N. EDA AKYUREK SAHIN
Department of Ancient Languages Department of Ancient Languages
and Cultures and Cultures

Akdeniz University Akdeniz University

Dumlupinar Bulvari Dumlupinar Bulvari

TR-07058 Kampis, Antalya, Turkey TR-07058 Kampiis, Antalya, Turkey
huseyinuzunoglu@akdeniz.edu.tr  edasahin@akdeniz.edu.tr

Bibliography

Akbiyikoglu, K. 2006. ‘Appendix. Excavating in Akmonia,
REA 108, 372-373.

Akgiin Kaya, E. 2016. Anadoluda II. Sofistik Donem. Sofist,
Retor ve Filozoflarin Kamusal Alandaki Etkinlikleri,
Ph.D. thesis, Akdeniz University.

Akytirek Sahin, N.E. & H. Uzunoglu 2019. ‘Epigrafik
Belgeler Isiginda Akmonia) in Antik Phrygianin
Merkezinde Bir Kent. Akmonia. 2014-2017 Yillan
Arasindaki Arkeolojik Yiizey Arastirmalarinin
Sonuglars, eds. M. Ding & E. Tagtemiir, Ankara,
203-227.

Akytirek Sahin, N.E. & H. Uzunoglu 2021. ‘On the history
of Sebaste (Phrygia) in antiquity and its new inscrip-
tions,, in Sebaste (Phrygia). City and its surrounding
Results of the excavations 1966—1978 and the survey
2016-2020, eds. M. Ding & E. Tastemiir, Ankara,
329-370.

Baggelen, N. 2000. ‘Calinan Gegmis, Yitirilen Miras.
Akmoncia (Ahatkoy) Mozaikleri, Arkeoloji ve
Sanat 22,23-25.



NEW GREEK INSCRIPTIONS FROM AKMONEIA AND ITS TERRITORY « HUSEYIN UZUNOGLU & N. EDA AKYUREK SAHIN « 18]

Boyaval, B. 1995. ‘Sur la traduction d’épithetes funéraires’,
La Lettre de Pallas 1,17.

Bury, ].B. 1911. The Imperial administrative system in the
ninth century with a revised text of the Kletorologion of
Philotheos, London.

Ding, M. 2019. ‘L. Tarihsel Siireg I¢inde Akmonia ve
Cevresi. Kentin Cografi Konumu, Siyasi Tarihi ve
Yapilart, in Antik Phrygianin Mevkezinde Bir Kent.
Abemonia. 2014-2017 yillars avasindaki Arkeolojik
Yiizey Avastirmalarinin Sonuglar:, eds. M. Ding &
E. Tagtemiir, Ankara, 1-26.

Ding, M. & E. Tagtemiir, eds. 2019. Antik Phrygianin
Merkezinde Bir Kent. Akmonia. 2014-2017 Yillar1
Arasindaki Arkeolojik Yiizey Avastirmalarinin
Sonuglars, Ankara.

Drew-Bear, T. 1976. ‘Local gods in Graeco-Roman Phrygia,
GRBS 17:3, 247-268.

Drew-Bear, T. 1978. Nouvelles inscriptions de Phyrgie, Zutphen.

Drew-Bear, T. & W. Eck 1976. ‘Kaiser-, Militir- und Stein-
bruchinschriften aus Phrygien), Chiron 6,289-318.

Drew-Bear, T. & C. Naour 1990. ‘Divinités de Phrygic]
ANRWII:18:3, 1907-2044.

Du Bouchet, J. 2008. ‘Les noms de la rue en grec ancien) in
La rue dans lantiquité. Définition, aménagement,
devenir. Actes du collogue de Poitiers, 7-9 septembre
2006 organisé par I’Equipe d Accueil EA 3811 (HeR-
MA), eds. P. Ballet, N. Dieudonné-Glad & C. Saliou,
Rennes, 57-61.

Ferrary, J.L. 2014. Les mémoriaux de délégations du sanctuaire
oraculaire de Claros, d’aprés la documentation conser-
vée dans le Fonds Louis Robert vols. 1-2, Paris.

Franke, P.R. & M.K. Noll¢ 1997. Die Homonoia-Miinzen
Kleinasiens und der thrakischen Randgebiete vol. 1.
Katalog, Saarbriicken.

Franz, . 1840. Fiinf Inschriften und fiinf Stidte in Kleinasien.
Eine Abhandlung topographischen Inhaltes, Betlin.

Ginouves, R. 1998. Dictionnaire méthodigue de 'architec-
ture grecque et romaine vol. 3. Espaces ﬂrclaitectumux,
bitiments et ensembles, Rome & Athens.

Haldon, J.E. 1984. Byzantine Praetorians. An administrative,
institutional and social survey of the Opsikion and
Tagmata, c. 580-900, Bonn.

Hellmann, M. 1988. ‘A propos d’un lexique des termes
d’architecture grecque, in Comptes et inventaires

dans la cité grecque. Actes du Colloque de Neuchitel

en [honneur de Jacques Tréheux, septembre 1986,
ed. D. Knoepfler, Geneva, 239-261.

LEphesos = Wankel, H. & R. Merkelbach ez 2/. 1979-1984.
Die Inschriften von Ephesos vols. I-VII, Bonn

L Prusias ad Hypium = Ameling, W. 1985. Die Inschriften
von Prusias ad Hypium, Bonn.

LSmyrna = Petzl, G. 1982-1990. Die Inschriften von Smyrna
vols. I-1I. Bonn.

Kazhdan, A.P. 1991. ‘Spatharius, in The Oxford Dictionary
of Byzantium vol. 4, ed. A.P. Kazhdan, New York &
Oxford, 1935-1936.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acref/9780195046526.
001.0001

Kearsley, R.A. 1988. ‘A leading family of Cibyra and some
Asiarchs of the first century, AnazSt 38, 43-51.
https://doi.org/10.2307/3642840

Kubinska, J. 1968. Les monuments funéraires dans les inscrip-
tions grecques de [ Asie Mineure, Warsaw.

Eajtar, A. 2017. ‘Basilikos spatharios in an inscription from
Apollonia ad Rhyndacum), Tyche 32,269-271.
https://doi.org/10.15661/tyche.2017.032.21

Leschhorn, W. 1993. Antike Aren. Zeitrechnung, Politik und
Geschichte im Schwarzmeerraum und in Kleinasien
nordlich des Tauros, Stuttgart.

Leschhorn, W. 2009. Lexikon der Aufschriften auf griechi-
schen Miinzen vol. 2. Ethnika und Beamtennamen
(Verdffentlichungen der Kleinasiatischen Kommis-
sion, 47), Vienna.

Lolos, Y. 2003. ‘Greek roads. A commentary on the ancient
terms, Glotta 79, 137-174.

Martin, K. 2013. Demos. Boule. Gerousia. Personifikationen
stadtischer Institutionen auf kaiserzeitlichen Miinzen
aus Kleinasien, Bonn.

Mathieu, N. 1999. Histoire d 'un nom. Les Aufidii dans la vie
politique, économique et sociale du monde romain, Ile s.

avant J.-C.—Ille s. ap J.-C., Rennes.

Oikonomides, N. 1972. Les listes de préséance byzantines des
IX et X siécles, Paris.

Ott, J. 1995. ‘Die Kommandeure der norischen Hilfstrup-
pen, Tyche 10, 108-138.
https://doi.org/10.15661/tyche.1995.010.08

Pape, W. & G.E. Benseler 1911. Warterbuch der griechischen

Eigennamen, Braunschwcig.

Paz de Hoz, M. 2016. ‘“The Goddess of Sardis. Artemis, Dem-


https://doi.org/10.1093/acref/9780195046526.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1093/acref/9780195046526.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.2307/3642840
https://doi.org/10.15661/tyche.2017.032.21
https://doi.org/10.15661/tyche.1995.010.08

182 + HUSEYIN UZUNOGLU & N.EDA AKYUREK SAHIN *+ NEW GREEK INSCRIPTIONS FROM AKMONEIA AND ITS TERRITORY

eter or Kore?, in Between Tarbuntas and Zeus Polieus.

Cultural crossroads in the temples and cults of Graeco-
Roman Anatolia, eds. M. Paz de Hoz, J.P.S. Hernan-
dez & C.M. Valero, Leuven, Paris & Bristol, Connec-
ticut, 185-224.

Petzl, G. 2016. ‘Zu zwei Inschriften aus Sardeis, ZPE 200,
239-246.

Petzl, G. 2019. Greek and Latin Inscriptions part 2. Finds
from 1958 to 2017, Cambridge.

Puech, B. 2002. Orateurs et sophistes grecs dans les inscriptions
d’époque impériale, Paris.

Riethmiiller, JW. 2005. Asklepios. Heiligtiimer und Kulte
vol. 1, Heidelberg.

Robert, L. 1963. Noms indigénes dans [Asie Mineure gréco-

romaine, Paris.

Robert, L. 1980. A travers ['Asie Mineure. Poétes et prosa-
teurs, monnaies grecques, voyageurs et géographie
(Bibliotheque des Ecoles frangaises d’Athénes et de
Rome, 239), Paris.

Salomies, O. 1987. Die romischen Vornamen. Studien zur
romischen Namengebung, Helsinki.

San Nicolo, M. 1929. “Spatharius, RE III A:2, 1549-1550.

Schonert-Geiss, E. 1972. Die Miinzprigung von Byzantion
vol. 2, Berlin.

Siekierka, P., K. Stebnicka & A. Wolicki 2021. Women and
the polis. Public honorific inscriptions for women in
the Greek cities from the Late Classical to the Roman

periodvol. 1, Betlin & Boston.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110644289

Stein, E. 1925. ‘Mitteilungen zur spatbyzantinischen Verfas-
sungs- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte), Mizteilungen zur
Osmanischen Geschichte 2, 1-62.

Thonemann, P. 2010. “The women of Akmoneia),
JRS 100, 163-178.
https://doi.org/10.1017/500754358100001 10

Tod, M.N. 1951. ‘Laudatory epithets in Greek epitaphs,
ABSA 46, 182-190.
https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400018463

Uzunoglu, H. 2016. ‘Neue Inschriften aus Apollonia ad
Rhyndacum, in Vir doctus anatolicus. Studies in
memory of Sencer Sabin, eds. B. Takmer, E. Arca &
N. Gokalp, Istanbul, 882-890.

Uzunoglu, H. 2018. Epigrafik Belgeler Innginda Giiney ve
Giineybatr Anadoluda Su ve Su Yapilars, Ph.D. thesis,
Akdeniz University.

Uzunoglu, H. 2022. ‘Akmoniadan Bir Phratra Uyesine Ait
Yeni Bir Mezar Yazitr, Olba 30, 363-372.

Unver, G. 2022. ‘New dedicatory inscriptions from Knidos,
Olba 30,373-394.

Varinlioglu, E. 2006. ‘Five inscriptions from Acmonia,

REA 108, 355-373.

Yon, J.-B. 2003. ‘A propos de I'expression &Aute xoipe)
Syria 80, 151-159.


https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110644289
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0075435810000110
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400018463



