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Opuscula 1, 2008

BOOK REVIEWS

Hala Sultan Tekke X11. Tomb 24, stone anchors, faunal re-
mains and pottery provenance, edited by Paul Astrom &
Karin Nys (SIMA 45:12), Sivedalen: Paul Astroms Forlag
2007. 62 pp., ills., tables. ISBN 978-91-7081-228-6.

The twelfth fascicle in the series of definitive reports de-
voted to the Swedish excavations at the Late Bronze Age
site of Hala Sultan Tekke Vyzakia in Cyprus conforms to
the principles and standards which Astrom has consistently
set himself in making the results publicly available. Starting
in 1976 with an account of previous explorations at the site,
while his own fieldwork was still ongoing, Astrom has pub-
lished his finds in stages so as to avoid the overwhelming
accumulation of data which has deterred other archaeolo-
gists from going to print fully and in a timely fashion, if
ever. At the same time he has not hesitated to keep up with
the latest developments in analytical techniques and pub-
lishing ventures, and the volume under review reflects all
the qualities that have made his fieldwork an exemplary ex-
ercise in archaeological scholarship.

The first noteworthy feature of his latest report is its con-
sistency. Instead of yielding to the politically correct pres-
sures and fads to which Cypriote prehistory, and history, are
increasingly subject, Astrom has chosen to retain Hala Sul-
tan Tekke in the title of his work, as this is the name by
which the site and the whole series of publications about its
remains are customarily and familiarly known to the archae-
ological community. Changing names for other than sound
academic reasons would only have had the effect of further
confusing the intended readership, which has already to
cope with the multiple variations in the ways site and local-
ity names have over the years been transliterated, never
mind re-invented. If there is no academic justification for
archaeologists to change the names conventionally given to
sites in the north of the island, which exist to-day only on
paper, there is even less reason to follow the new toponymy
in the south, which was devised without regard to its histo-
ricity or the need for academic continuity.

Likewise, instead of recording the tombs which he dug
with a new series of numbers, Astrém has sagaciously taken

into account the funerary deposits previously registered at
Hala Sultan Tekke and continued numbering the Swedish
tombs in the same order. Hence the current report contains a
detailed description of the finds from Tomb 24, the last de-
posit of this kind cleared by Astrom’s expedition, though
not the last of the tombs uncovered and unpublished at the
site. Though the contents of Tomb 24 had been looted,
Astrém and Nys have given a thorough account of the mate-
rial recovered, consisting almost entirely of pot sherds dat-
ing to Late Cypriote IB and the whole of Late Cypriote II.
This is accompanied by valuable colour photographs which
give an excellent feel for the colours and textures of the
Wares. Going back to black and white illustrations in future
will seem positively retrograde and anti-climactical.

Furthermore Astrém and Nys continue to adhere to the
Swedish Cyprus Expedition terminology for their pottery
classification and relative chronology, eschewing fanciful
revisions whose purpose is less to improve the systems for
categorising Wares and dates than to deride empirically
based taxonomies that allegedly lack scientific underpin-
ning. As they tellingly point out, “based on a petrographic
and geochemical analysis of Base-ring fabrics, Vaughan ...
proposed an alternative typology of this ware. Although her
aim was to provide archaeologists in the field with a practi-
cable fabric typology ..., her proposal did not find a ready
reception with her target audience. This is possibly due to
the fact that she never published her study in extenso ...” (p.
9). They have also sensibly ignored Knapp’s ill-conceived
and misguided attempt to convert the relative chronology of
Bronze Age Cyprus into Prehistoric and Proto-Historic pe-
riods.

The second guiding principle of his work is comprehen-
siveness. No aspect of the excavations or finds has been too
insignificant for Astrém’s attention, and he has taken great
care not only to retrieve every scrap which might shed light
on the history and culture of this affluent Late Cypriote em-
porium on the south-east coast of the island, but to have
them, to the maximum extent possible, scientifically stu-
died. Whereas in the past a somewhat cavalier attitude was
often shown bone fragments from settlement and cemetery
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deposits, Astrom has collected everything of potential value
and had most of them expertly identified. Reese’s analysis
of the faunal remains from the Hala Sultan Tekke tombs is
included in the twelfth fascicle under review and tells us as
much about external trade relationships at this time as the
imported pottery. While ostrich eggshells from the Levant
or North Africa come as no surprise, the occurrence of im-
ported Nile River catfish is most unexpected.

Not content with the conventional designation of the na-
ture of the stone objects encountered at the site, Astrom has
sought specialist advice to ensure the geological bien-fondé
of his terms. Hence the material of the anchors found in situ
in Areas 8 and 22, which are included in the report’s cata-
logue by Astrém and Svensson, was identified by Philippe
Claeys and Virginie Renson, co-authors of the section in the
same volume on the lead isotopic analysis of clays. A more
detailed examination of the stones is promised to follow.
The potential of this procedure for tracing the origins of the
anchors found at Hala Sultan Tekke is clearly appreciated
by Astrom who notes that according to earlier lithological
analyses three anchors from Kition were made respectively
in Egypt and in the west of Cyprus (Akamas) (p. 46). It is
not, however, stated on what basis the stone vessel base
from Tomb 24 is called “gypsum alabaster”, when it should
be only one substance or the other (p. 24).

Finally Astrom has shown himself to be a strong believer
in innovative scientific research. While others might have
been daunted by the cost, delays and logistical problems in
having inorganic materials investigated in new ways, he has
made determined efforts to ensure that the fullest insights
are obtained from laboratory testing and been prepared to
support different and novel approaches. This is in evidence
in the fascicle under review which contains the preliminary
results of an original project to determine the provenance of
pottery finds from Hala Sultan Tekke using lead isotopic
analysis, normally applied to copper sourcing. The con-
clusions are as interesting methodologically as they are in-
dustrially, and are enhanced by the useful table giving Cyp-
riote Bronze Age provenance studies since 1994 (p. 55). Re-
cent scientific work on the location of Alashiya could have
benefited from this extensive bibliography.

With succeeding volumes in this series on Hala Sultan
Tekke planned to contain, inter alia, final reports on the ar-
chitecture of the site, the contexts of the finds and system-
atic studies of the pottery wares and objects of arts and
crafts, we are in no position yet to formulate an overarching
and reliable view of the history of the site as a whole.
Enough, however, has already been presented to confirm
the impression that Hala Sultan Tekke was, in comparative
terms, a major coastal centre with established local in-
dustries and substantial overseas contacts maintained by di-
rect maritime traffic which brought goods from the Aegean
and the Levant, including Egypt. While Astrom has given

us a foretaste of his impressions in P. Astrom & E. Herscher
(eds.), Late Bronze Age settlement in Cyprus: function and
relationship (Jonsered 1996) (pp. 9-14), it is to be hoped
that he will wrap up this exhaustive account of his fieldwork
with a synthesis of his own archaeological observations
while they are still fresh in his memory, and give us some
idea of the lessons he has learnt from the experience.

In this regard I especially look forward to his review of
Hala Sultan Tekke’s place in the hierarchy of Late Bronze
Age sites in the island. In a penetrating study in BASOR
348, 2007 (pp. 1-23), Iakovou has, not without reason, cast
a critical eye over the estimates of settlement size in this pe-
riod and challenged the notion that spatial extent, even if it
could be realistically calculated, should be the key factor in
determining geo-political status. Given that, in the light of
the evidence currently available, there is no other way of
objectively differentiating between settlements, it is illogi-
cal to single out any one site, like Enkomi Ayios lakovos, as
pre-eminent, and doing so is simply an earnest of Iakovou’s
desire to keep in Cyprus a Late Bronze Age polity with a
leading centre or capital, for the sake of its identification
with Alashiya. The fact that Alashiya also existed in the first
half of the second millennium B.C. when Enkomi Ayios la-
kovos did not is conveniently overlooked. Iakovou’s scepti-
cal commentary on the size of Hala Sultan Tekke merits
Astrom’s considered response.

R.S. Merrillees

“Le Mimosa”

3, place de la Republique

F-89660 MAILLY LE CHATEAU
France

WORKS DEALING WITH QUESTIONS
CONCERNING ANCIENT GREEK VASES

The study of ancient Greek vases has lately been the subject
of discussion. Voices have been raised declaring the subject
to be limited and of interest only to a narrow circle of spe-
cialists. It is thus all the more pleasant to be able to present
nine books on ancient pottery sent in to the Opuscula
Atheniensia for review in the first years of the new millen-
nium.

One is about the early study of Attic vases, focusing on
the two very important personages, Beazley and Pottier: P.
Rouet, Approaches to the study of Attic vases. Beazley and
Pottier. Two are about painters, one about an important
black-figure painter: O. Borgers, The Theseus Painter.
Style, shape and iconography, and the other about a group
of red-figure painters: T. Mannack, The Late Mannerists in
Athenian vase-painting. A fourth book deals with non-Attic
inscriptions on vases: R. Wachter, Non-Attic Greek vase in-
scriptions. Four books are volumes of the Corpus Vasorum
Antiquorum, one on vases from the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (PSO Coated v3)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


