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till synes vanlig diskurs, som resulterar i en helt ny utvirdering av
diskursen. Ett visst ord, en sirskild fras eller ett “eko” (for att tala med
Hays) undersdks av Heilig med syfte att belysa hur Pauli medvetet eller
undermedvetet (men trots allt avsiktligr, likt den freudianska felsdgnin-
gen) kritiserar kejsarkulten, eller andra delar av officiell romersk politisk
ideologi. Kom hir ihag att felsigningar i psykoanalys avslojar vad du
verkligen menar, oavsett vad den som uttalar felsigningen tror.

Jag anser inte att en psykoanalytisk provning av N'T texter som sa-
dana ir forbjuden metodologisk mark, men forvintar mig dock en
nagot mer utforlig diskussion om den teoretiska tillgingen till Pauli
intentioner och inre virld dn vad som ges i Hidden Criticism. Frigan
som jag vicker hir ir alltsd inte om intentions-forskningen vara eller
icke vara inom NT-exegetik, utan snarare om dess funktion och resultat
i forhallande till de antaganden som metoden kriver. Ar det inte
metodologisk smidigare att bortse frin Pauli intentioner och undersoka
diskursens funktion och reception?

Joel Kuhlin, Lunds Universitet

YEONG SEON KiMm

The Temple Administration and the Levites in Chronicles
CBQMS 51, Washington DC: Catholic Biblical Association of America, 2014,

viii + 232 pp., $16, ISBN: 0-915170-50-7

The large temple communities with their innumerable servants are char-
acteristic features of the Ancient Middle East. Especially in Meso-
potamia we have large archives preserved through which we can get a
detailed picture not only of cultic practices but also of administrative
routines and the organisational structure of the communities. From the
temples in Syria we do not have similar documentations, which is espe-
cially deplorable when it comes to the enormous temple complexes in
Hierapolis, Palmyra, Damascus and Baalbek. But there is one exception:
the temple in Jerusalem that was consecrated in the year 516 BCE on
the site of the earlier temple built during the monarchic period but
destroyed in 586 BCE. From the Second Temple we do not have
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archival material as in Mesopotamia but we have some literary docu-
ments, above all the Book of Chronicles, which give insights into the ac-
tivities in that sanctuary during the first centuries of its existence, i.e.
the Achaemenid period. The book by Yeong Seon Kim (YSK) deals with
an important aspect of the organisation of the personnel of that temple,
viz. the position of the Levites.

The identity and function of the Levites in ancient Israel have often
been discussed since the image given in the Old Testament of this group
is contradictory. On the one hand, they are one of the twelve tribes,
sons of Leah, the patriarch Jacob’s first wife (so also 1 Chronicles
23:28), on the other they have functions which are more like that of a
craft guild or fraternity than that of a traditional tribe. Even today a
Jewish community is divided into three groups: priests (kdhanim), Lev-
ites, and Israelites, which becomes visible during the recitation of the
torah in the synagogal liturgy. This terminology is worth noticing and is
actually found in 1 Chronicles 9:2.

In the so-called Priestly Code (P) in the Pentateuch the Levites have
the function of protectors of the movable sanctuary as well as the task of
carrying its parts during the wilderness wandering. In spite of the fact
that also the priests are seen as descendants of Levi ben Ya‘qob P makes
a sharp distinction between them and the Levites. This distinction is up-
held in Chronicles. In texts datable to the beginning of the 6th century,
Deuteronomy and Ezekiel, the distinction seems to be deleted and at
least in D priests and Levites are identical.

In a short Introduction (1-6) YSK presents the main problem when
using Chronicles as a source for information about the temple in the
Achaemenid period: the author of that work actually wants us to believe
that he describes the First Temple and he also uses sources like the
Books of Kings that deal with that temple. Consequently, a scholar has
to be able to distinguish what these sources say about the First Temple
and what refers to the Chronicler’s own time. At the same time this is
essential in order to understand the message of Chronicles: according to
YSK the Chronicler in several cases describes practices that do not “re-
flect the actual practices of his own day but an idealized representation
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of temple practices he wished to see enacted” (3). Ultimately, his ambi-
tion is to legitimize these practices by giving them divine authority
which, according to YSK, is made in a very subtle way: the Pentateuch
is not directly quoted anywhere, instead the Chronicler uses the cultic
practices of David as the link between his own time and the authority of
revelation. The differences between the practices envisaged by the
Chronicler and the commandments of the Pentateuch are due to
David’s innovations (e.g. 1 Chronicles 23:28-32) — the Chronicler hides
himself behind the great king.

YSK’s book is divided into four chapters. The first, “Groundwork,”
presents the texts analysed by YSK: 1 Chronicles 5:27-41; 6; 9; 23-26;
2 Chronicles 17-19; 29-31; 34-35. A section (18-206) is devoted to the
problem of the dating of Chronicles as well as the discussion about the
unity of the work since several important scholars (M. Noth; W.
Rudolph; P. Welten; H. G. M. Williamson) have argued that several
passages, for example those about David, are interpolations (26-34).
YSK agrees with scholars like S. Japhet, I. Kalimi, and G. N. Knoppers
in seeing the work as the accomplishment of one writer (33). As a mat-
ter of fact, these passages in YSK’s analysis appear to belong to the very
basic cornerstones of the Chronicler’s work.

Chapter two (35-97) deals with three groups of personnel in the
temple: gatekeepers, treasurers, and tax-collectors. These groups are not
mentioned in the priestly legislation (the Priestly Code). They appear in
Ezra and Nehemiah in their description of the Second temple and again
in the Chronicler’s work. Unlike Ezra/Nehemiah he makes them all Lev-
ites. YSK describes how the Chronicler achieves this identification by es-
tablishing a line between a certain Shallum, as it seems from his own
time, via a Zechariah in the time of David who is made a descendant of
Korah. The Chronicler further, by inventing new terms, is able to draw
other sections of the temple personnel into the Levite fold: treasurers
and tax-collectors. Remarkable is the association with Korah, a Levite,
or rather a group among the Levites, who is condemned in the Priestly

Code (Num 16).
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In chapter three (98-161) YSK investigates the financial system of
the temple as far as it is documentable from his source. It is shown that
the writer partly builds on traditions about the First Temple (102-109)
but then integrates these facts with the situation of his own time. It is
pointed out that there is no trace of the Achaemenid authority in the
Chronicler’s work. The image is that of a sanctuary without royal con-
trol, dominated by Levites. It becomes clear, according to YSK, that the
aim of the Chronicler is not to give an exact picture of the situation in
his own time, but by relating everything to the time of David and ulti-
mately to Mosaic times, he presents his view on how the temple should
operate.

Chapter four (162-93) deals with the question of why the Chroni-
cler gives this evidently ahistorical description. The answer is given on
page 169: the reason for the Chronicler’s expansion of the category of
Levites is to provide a legal basis for the financing of the personnel of
the temple, which in the Achaemenid period was without royal support.
The main source of income was the contributions of the people of
Yehud. According to the ruling of the Priestly Code only priests and
Levites could be supported by these contributions named #rdmér for the
koh*nim and ma*serim for the others. By claiming Levitical status for the
entire temple staff everyone should be paid from the temple’s coffers. It
can be added that his use of the authority of David, and not Moses,
may be due to the fact that innovations by David were acceptable since
the whole temple project, initiated by David and realized by Solomon,
was a considerable innovation and change in relationship to the pre-
scriptions of the Priestly Code. The Chronicler has clearly realized the
dichotomy between the Jerusalem temple tradition and the Priestly
Code, something which has not always been observed by modern schol-
ars who usually have assumed that the cultic prescriptions of P are sim-
ple reflexes of that of the temple.

An interesting detail is why the Chronicler uses Korah as the connec-
tion between his “new” Levites and the traditional ones. YSK speculates
that there might have existed priestly groups using the Korah-episode in
order to discredit any attempt at changing the organization of the tem-
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ple staff. That there was a continuing discussion about the extension of
Levite identity during the Second Temple period is shown by YSK in
the final section of chapter four (171-90) where the position of Levites
in the deuterocanonical works like Tobit, LXX Ester, several of the Dead
Sea Scrolls, Jubilees, the Testament of Levi as well as in Josephus is stud-
ied. Striking is their absence in Ben Sira and 1 and 2 Maccabees.
Chronicles appears as representing one standpoint among several others
on this issue which seems to have lost its importance with the destruc-
tion of the temple. It would, in fact, have been interesting to have a fol-
lowing-up of the position of the Levites in the rabbinic literature.

Yeong Seon Kim’s book is a well-researched and well-balanced study
of a complicated subject and a substantial contribution to a field much
more interesting and important than traditional OT scholarship has
thought. Not the least in protestant scholarship, Chronicles has often
been seen as a fairly unnecessary repetition of the Book of Kings, spiced
with endless genealogies, unrealistic and unhistorical additions to
Israelite history and petrified theology. Yeong Seon Kim’s book is part of
a renewed interest among scholars in Chronicles in general and the
book shows that this trend is well-motivated.

Jan Retso, Gothenburg University

ANjA KLEIN
Geschichte und Gebet: Die Rezeption der biblischen

Geschichte in den Psalmen des Alten Testaments
FAT 94, Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2014, xii + 435 s., €114, ISBN: 978-3-16-153241-2

I tysk tradition och med tysk grundlighet har Anja Klein genomfért ett
studium av nio texter frin Gamla testamentet f6r att undersoka sam-
bandet mellan historia och bén. Med utgingspunkt fran Israels
segersdng i Exodus 15, foljer hon temat genom sju sd kallade historiska
psalmer — Psaltaren 78, 105, 106, 114, 135, 136, 137 — for att slutligen
landa i den langa bonen i Nehemja 9. Av allt har det blivit en lird,
mangsidig och inte alltfor lctldst bok. Arbetet bestdr av sex kapitel. Det
forsta dr en inledning med en kort forskningséversikt som framfor alle



