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Endovascular Snaring of a Foreign Body
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We present the case of a 79-year-old patient with criti-
cal ischemia who underwent percutaneous transluminal 
angioplasty (PTA) in his left external iliac artery with 
stent placement, as well as PTA in the superficial femoral 
artery (SFA) using crossover access through a retrograde 
puncture in his right femoral artery. At postoperative fol-
low-up the patient complained of extertion-induced pain 
in his right lower leg and was referred for a computer 

tomography angiography (CTA). CTA revealed a foreign 
body resembling the remnant of a guide wire in the mid-
section of the SFA (Figure 1). To retrieve the foreign body 
we used an endovascular approach with a snare (AndraTec 
Exeter Snare ES-25) to catch the foreign body, which was 
then easily extracted through the 6 French introducer used 
for access via an antegrade puncture in the patient’s right 
femoral artery (Figures 2–6).
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Figure 1  CTA showing the foreign body in the 
midsection of the SFA.

Figure 2  Angiography of the SFA with the 
foreign body.
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Figure 3  The snare advanced distal of the 
foreign body.

Figure 4  Snaring of the foreign body.

Figure 5   Final angiography after 
extraction of the foreign body.

Figure 6  The extracted foreign body.
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